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INTRODUCTION 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES 
COMMITIEE ON ForeIGN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., August 1, 1988. 

The following chronology, which has been prepared by the Legisla- 
tive Reference Service of the Library of Congress, for the use of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, is intended to serve as a broad outline 
of trends in events in various regions of the world as well as to pro- 
vide a ready reference to the dates of significant occurrences which 
may have a bearing on international relations 

The compilation is divided according to various geographic areas 
of the world. These include: Western Europe, Eastern Europe, 
Middle East and North Africa, Africa, Far East, Southern and South- 
eastern Asia, Latin America, and the United States and Canada. 
Countries which might be included in one or another area have been 
arbitrarily placed in the groupings to which they seem most closely 
related by the present trend of events. For example, Yugoslavia 
and Turkey have been included in Western Europe but Eastern Ger- 
many and Finland are grouped under Eastern Europe. Entries for 
events relating to the unification of Germany whether such events 
occurred in either East or West will be found under Western Europe. 
In addition, there is a category for events involving the United Na- 
tions and other international organizations. 

Each event is listed only once. If the event concerns more than 
one grouping, it is included in the one which contains the country or 
region that is the object of the event. For instance, entries concern- 
ing decisions of the United States or the United Nations on Korea 
are listed in the Far Eastern grouping rather than under the heading 
“The United States and Canada or The United Nations and Other 
International Organizations.” 

The chronology has been drawn primarily from the following 
sources: Current History, Facts on File, An Encyclopedia of World 
History, Chronology of International Events and Documents, Kees- 
ing’s Contemporary Archives, International Organization, and the 
New York Times. This compilation is the work of various members 
of the Foreign Affairs Division of the Legislative Reference Service. 
Mrs. Ellen C. Collier served as principal collator 

Roperrt B. CuHiperFiep, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreian Affairs. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
January 1, 1952—June 30, 1953 


I. WESTERN EUROPE 
1952 


January 1—King Paul of Greece and his ministers signed the new 
constitution. 

January 7—The French Government headed by René Pleven fell on 
a question of reform for the railway and social security systems. 
January 8—An agreement was signed in Belgrade for Yugoslavia to 
receive defense aid under the Mutual Security Act. Yugoslavia 
disclosed that the first installment of military supplies, 13 P-47 

Thunderbolt fighter planes, had arrived within the past 3 days. 

January 9—An anti-Government plot was discovered in Portugal and 
the 11 leaders were arrested, reportedly at the headquarters of an 
opposition movement. 

January 11—The Schuman Plan was approved by the West German 
Bundestag although the Communists and Socialists were opposed 
to the coal and steel community. 

January 15—In Belgium, Social Christian Jean Van Houtte succeeded 
in forming a new administration to succeed the government of 
Joseph Pholien who had resigned on January 9. 

January 15-21—The British Commonwealth held a financial confer- 
ence in London to strengthen the status of sterling in world trade. 

January 16—Credits to Spain up to $12 million for the purchase and 
shipment of United States cotton were granted by the Export- 
Import Bank. 

January 18—Edgar Faure, a Radical Socialist, bec ame French Premier 
following the resignation of Premier René Pleven’s center coalition 
cabinet on January 

January 21—At a ens conference marking the end of his first year 
as Allied Supreme Commander in Europe, General Eisenhower said 
that Europeans should call a constitutional convention to cope with 
problems of achieving greater unity and report its conclusions 
within a year and a half. 

January 23—Secretary of State Dean G. Acheson said the Eisenhower 
appeal had the United States Government’s enthusiastic support. 

January 23—The Mutual Security Agency announced that economic 
aid to Ireland had been halted because Ireland had not given the 
pledge required by the Mutual Security Act. 

January 23—Generalissimo Franco stated that Spain would welcome 
the stationing in Spain of United States military missions if the 
proposed aid agreement were concluded. Earlier in the month, 30 
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warships of the United States had steamed into § Spanish ports on 
a goodwill mission 

January 25—The Soviet Union refused to resume talks on the Austrian 
peace treaty 

January 25—The French Cabinet decided to transform the High Com- 
missariat in the Saar into a diplomatic mission. 

January 3t President Truman announced the appointment of Adm 
Lynde D. McComick as Supreme Allied Commander of the 
Atlantic. 

January 31—Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh left by 
air on the first stage of a Commonwealth tour 

Januar a oan age Germany sul mitted to Unit d States Com- 
missioner MeCloy a propos il for the conditions deemed necessary 
by Germany for a free election in the Saar in the autumn 

February 1—The West German Bundesrat approved the ratification 
of the European Coal and Steel Community (Schuman plan) 

Feb wary 6 King r George VI of Britain died. 

February 9—The Italian Government informed the Soviet Union that 
the Italian peace treaty had been violated when the | 5, 5S. BR 

vetoed Italv’s admission to the United Nations and that therefore 
Italy was no longer bound by obligations to the Soviet Union 
specified in the treaty. 

February 9—The Spanish Embassy delivered a memorandum to the 

) 


State Department on President Truman’s remarks made at his 


weekly press conference on February 7. In this conference he 
ndicated that he was far from enthusiastic about proposals to bring 
Spain into the North Atlantie Treaty Organization. He added that 
he was referring to the present Spanish ie org nt. 

February 18—Italy warned the United States that recently OK? 
tariffs on certain goods were canceling the recovery produced | 
American economic aid 

February 17—The Foreign Ministers of France, Great Britain, and 
the United States, meeting in London, agreed to bar West Germany 
from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization for the time being, 
but to give Germany a voice in the agency to be established to co- 
ordinate the work of the European army with NATO. <A 4-power 
communique of February 19 indicated the plans were satisfactory 
to Germany. 

February 20-25 —The ninth session of the Council of the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization met at Lisbon, Portugal. The member 
nations agreed to provide approximately 50 divisions and 4,000 
operational aircraft in Western Europe by the end of 1952 

Greece and Turkey were formally accepted as members, and the 
delegates also approved the European Defense Community project. 

February 21—Adm. Sir A. Power was appointed Allied ¢ ‘ommander in 
Chief, Channel Command, NATO. 

February 25—The Western High Commissioners for Germany delivered 
to East Germany a copy of a law drafted by the West German 
Government for the establishment of a free, united Germany. 

February 28—Prime Minister Churchill confirmed his allegation that 
the Labor government had made secret commitments to the United 
States. He said that the previous May the former government had 
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consented to carrying the Korean war beyond the Yalu if United 
Nations troops were heavily bombed by China-based aireraft 

February 29 —The French Cabinet, headed by Premier Faure, resigned 
after being rebuffed on the issue of a tax rise of 15 percent. An- 
toine Pinay received a vote of confidence on March 6 and formed a 
moderately conservative cabinet 

March 1—An island in the North Sea, Heligoland, was officially re- 
turned to Germany by British authorities 

March 5—The rearmament program for Britain received an over- 
whelming vote of confidence in the House of Commons. 

March 10—The Soviet Union delivered notes to the United States, 
France, and Great Britain calling for an early meeting to discuss 
the unification and rearmament of Germany and a German peace 
treaty. 

March 12—Secretary of State Acheson revealed that negotiations for 
the use of Spanish military bases by United States Armed Forces 
would begin immediately after the arrival in Madrid of Lincoln 
MacVeagh, newly appointed United States Ambassador to Spain. 

March 18—The United States, Britain, and France proposed a new 
draft treaty with Austria. 

March 13—Marshal Tito warned the United States and Great Britain 
against taking unilateral decisions to admit Italians into the ad- 
ministration of Zone A of Trieste if the West wished to count on 
Yugoslavia in the defense of Europe. 

Mareh 14 The United States Ambassador in Greece, John Peurifoy, 
stated publicly that his Government believed the retention of the 
proportional representation system would ‘‘have a disastrous effect 
upon the efficient use of American aid in Greece.’ 

March 17—The U. N. commission on Germany arrived in Bonn to 
investigate the conditions for free and secret all-German elections. 

March 19-20—The 10th session of the Committee of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe met in Paris. 

March 20—After the breakdown of negotiations between Italy and 
Yugoslavia concerning Trieste, Italian nationalists in Trieste voted 
and demanded the return of all Trieste to Italy 

March 25—The United States, Great Britain, and France sent notes to 
the Soviet Union rejecting Soviet proposals for a neutral, armed 
Germany and specifying conditions, including a free election super- 
vised by the United Nations, under which they would ne otiate a 
treaty. 

March 26—The British Government announced a series of measures to 
alleviate the most serious business recession since 1945 and the 
continued rise in unemployment. 

April 83—A conference on Trieste opened in London with United 
States, British, and Italian representatives 

April 4—Lord Ismay took office as Secretary General of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

April 8—A French air liner was fired upon by two Soviet fighters 
between West Germany and Berlin. 

April 10—The Soviet Union replied to the western powers’ note of 
March 25 on German peace treaty negotiations by proposing that 
German elections be held under the supervision of a four-power 
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commission, rather than the United Nations. Western views on 
Germany’s boundaries were rejected. 

April 11—-The White House announced that General Eisenhower 
would be relieved of his duties as Supreme Commander of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization on June 1 at his request. 

April 14-15-—-Generalissimo Franco and Dr. Salazar, Premier of 
Portugal, held a series of conferences in Spain, at the conclusion of 
which thev said that the Iberian Peninsula was a single and indivis- 
ible bloc and would act as a unit in evaluating the proposals that 
the United States was about to submit to Spain. 

April 15—The British Government published a white paper promising 
to extend military aid to Europe in case of attack on the proposed 
European Defense Community. 

April 22—The Spanish Ambassador to the United States, Don Jose 
de Lequerica, stated that Spain was willing to join NATO and could 
offer an army of 2 million men to fight communism. 

April 24—Chancellor Adenauer announced that his primary goal was 
reunification of Germany, and that after reunification international 
commitments could be revised. 

Ap il 28—The NATO Council appointed General Matthew Ridgway 
to succeed General Eisenhower as Supreme Commander in Europe. 

April 30—The British military mission withdrew after 7 years in 
Greece. 

May 7-31—Dr. Figl, Chancellor of Austria, visited London, Washing- 
ton, and Paris. 

May 8—A strike was declared in Pamplona, Spain, in protest against 
the high cost of living. 

May 9—After a month’s negotiations the United Kingdom and the 
United States announced that Italy would be given a larger share 
in the civil administration of zone A of Trieste. 

May 15—The Yugoslav military administration in zone B of Trieste 
issued three decrees establishing closer ties between zone B and 
Yugoslavia. 

May 16—General Franco indicated a marked improvement in Spain’s 
economic condition by announcing that food rationing would be 
abolished on June 1. 

May 25—The Soviet Union declared that the contractual agreements 
between the western powers and Germany amounted to a separate 
peace treaty with Germany and a violation of the Potsdam agree- 
ment, 

May 25-26—In Italian local elections the center coalition lost votes 
compared with the 1948 voting. Extreme right-wing parties as 
well as the Communists gained in strength. 

May 26—A contractual agreement restoring the Federal Republic of 
Germany to more nearly sovereign status and ending occupation 
of the three western zones was ay by the United States, the 
United Kingdom, France, and the German Federal Republic. 

May 26-80—The Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe 
met at Strasbourg and appointed a committee to draft a statute 
for a European political comamealty. 

May 27—The charter of the European Defense Community, estab- 
lishing a European army, was signed in Paris by Italy, the Nether- 
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lands, Belgium, Luxembourg, France, and Western Germany. Also 
signed were treaties linking the North Atlantic Treaty guaranties 
and the European Defense Community guaranties 

May 28—Jacques Duclos, French Communist leader, was arrested 
during a mass protest demonstration against General Ridgway 
organized by the Communists. The next day he was charged with 
an attempt against the security of the state. 

June 13 —A Swedish plane disappeared over the Baltic and the Gov- 
ernment said it had been fired upon, blaming the Soviet Union. 
June 14—The Portuguese left-wing presidential candidate in the 1951 
election, Dr. Ruy Luis Gomez, was sentenced to 3 months’ imprison- 
ment and was deprived of political rights for 5 years, accused of 

having conspired against the state’s security. 

June 14—After 7 years, Soviet authorities agreed to the commence- 
ment of Austrian shipping on the Danube through the Soviet zone. 

June 16—A Swedish plane searching for the aircraft which disappeared 
June 13 was shot down by two Russian jet fighters over what the 
Swedes contended was international water. 

June 18—The Italian Chamber of Deputies adopted a bill g'ving the 
Cabinet wide powers to suppress any movement that advocated 
reconstitution of the Fascist Party. 

June 26—Secretary of State Acheson told members of the British 
Parliament that it was an administrative mistake that Britain 
had not been informed of the plans for bombing the hydroelectric 
plants on the Yalu. 

June 29—In West Berlin, Secretary Acheson assured inhabitants that 
the sector would be defended against blockade or armed attack. 
July 1—French Communist chief Jacques Duclos, arrested on May 
28, was released by order of a Paris Appeals Court on the grounds 
that his immunity as a Deputy in the National Assembly had been 

violated. 

July 1—The contractual agreement with Germany was approved 
by the United States Senate. 

July 3—The Government of Great Britain let it be known that export- 
ing of arms to Spain was now permitted, in furtherance of the export 
drive. 

July 7—Denmark transferred a 13,000-ton tanker to Russia although 
the United States had warned that it might force termination 
of Mutual Security aid. 

July 13—Visiting United States defense officials told Marshal Tito 
that Yugoslavia would receive jet planes, heavy artillery, and 
other heavy military equipment from United States this fiscal 
year. 

July 18—Walter J. Donnelly, United States High Commissioner for 
and Ambassador to Austria, was appointed High Commissioner 
for Germany. 

July 20—A credit to Spain of $7,500,000 from the loan of $62,500,000 
approved by Congress in 1950 was announced by the Export- 
Import Bank. The sum was for the railways. 

July 25—The United States refused a request from France for $625 
million offshore aid and promised only $187 milhen during the 
current fiscal vear. 
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ly ; vas iounced that all Alhed restrictions on West 
Ger! ; ipacity and production had been lifted. 
iy 80—-The House of Commons approved Prime Minister Churchill’s 


slowed-do yan « } ime! 

Us The contractual agreement with Germany was ratified 
by G it Brit 

wqust ] The | dad states Hxpo t-[mport Bank announced the 
release of an a onal $5,600,000 to Spain for the development 
of hvdro el ! wer 1 the Ma irid area and for mining opera- 
tions 

vqust 10—The high authority of the Schuman plan held its opening 
Session 2 Lux moourge and launched the project for mereing the 


coal ana st el industries of six nations 


ugust 15—The Soviet Union rejected the Western Big Three pro- 
posals for an abbreviated treaty restoring full freedom to Austria 
Instead, Russia proposed a resun ption of tre aty talks on the entire 
Austrian question 


just 2 Ly Kurt Schum ich I ie a ler of the Social Democratic 


qust 2s William Draper, special United States representative to 
Europe, stated in his first report to the President that the United 


State 3 musi nerease imports an | lo er tf riff barriers for Western 
Kure pe toa hieve stability 

pten her 2 At the British Trades Union Congress the poliey of re- 
arming to 1S SS101 is given an overwhelming vote of con- 
fiden 

ptember Belgian Minister of Justice Pholien resigned after a 


publie outer acainst the Government’s action of softening the sen- 
e collaborators with the Nazis. 
pte nbher 4 France, Great Britain, and the United States delivered 


notes to the Soviet Union in which they sought to cover certain ob- 


j 
“ 


jections of the Soviet Union to the abbreviated treaty proposed on 


ptember 6—General Collins told the North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation that United States atomic v eapons would be put at the dis- 
posal of Allied troops 1n Murope n the event of War, and that ae- 
velopments In atomic weapons would eventually reduce the size of 
Western Europe’s armies. . 
ptember 8-1 The Council of Ministers of the European Coal and 
Steel Community met for the first time in Luxembourg and agreed 
to request its \ssembly to prepare a draft treaty for a Huropean 
political community 
ptember 9—United States High Commissioner for Germany Don- 
nelly demanded that the Russians lift an armed blockade of the 
autobahn, stretching from Western Germany to Berlin, and the 
blocka was lifted 
ptember 10—The agreements which provided for Germany to pay 
$822 million to Israel and Jewish organizations for Nazi anti- 
Semitic acts igned in Luxembourg. 

resident of the West German Bundestag agreed 
to receive a delegation, with proposals on unification, from the East 
German Volkskammer 


pte n hey 1]1- The P 
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September 11-14—The Assembly of the European Coal and Steel 
Community met in Strasbourg and established a comumittee to draft 
a treaty for European political federation 

September 12—The Greek Chamber of Deputi Ss voted to repiace its 
complex system of proportional representation With a Majority sys- 
tem of elections. 

September 13—The State Department reported that the Western 
European area had 2 million men under arms, as compared with 
the 4 million of the Soviet Army. 

September 17—Mr. Eden arrived in Belgrade for talks with Marshal 
Tito; Marshal Tito later accepted an invitation to visit Britain. 
September 21—In the Swedish parliamentary elections, the Conserva- 
tives made great gains in most areas while the Communists lost 

heavily. 

Ne ple mber 22 The Commonwealth nations began a meeting in Uttawa 
on problems of the sterling area. 

Ne pte mber 23—General Omar Bradl v, | ‘hairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, stated that United States atomic secrets should be shared 
with NATO allies to a limited degree to perfect defense and dispel 
the belief that atomic strength made big conventional forces in 
Western Europe unnecessary. 

Seple moe r 23 The Western Big Three reject “| the R Issiah Views on 
a German peace treaty and proposed an early four-power confer- 
ence to discuss the formation of an i npartial commission to msure 
conditions for a free German election 

September 24-380—The European Consultative Assemblv asked for a 
new world conference to prepare a substitute for the Bretton 
Woods Agreement, approved a plan for a trading area embracing 
the British Commonwealth and Western Europe and its overseas 
dependencies, a plan for a transportation pool, and a British pro- 
posal to link eight other European states with the Schuman Plan 
and the European Defense Community. 

September 26-27 —The annual convention of the German Social 
Democratic Party rejected a Communist proposal for a popular 
front against Adenauer’s government and the Atlanti 
Erich Ollenhauer was elected chairman and predicted victory in 
the next year’s election. 

September 27—The Soviet Union asserted in a note to the Western 
sig Three that, even with the revisions proposed DY the West on 


anes 





September 5, an abridged Austrian peace trealv was not suflicient 
and that the Potsdam provisions must be fulfilled 

September 30—Leftist Aneurin Bevan won a victory within the British 
Labor Party when all 6 of his candidates were elected to the 25- 
member National Executive Committee 

October 35—The first atomic weapon test conducted by the British 
took place on Monte Bello Island, off northwestern Australia. 

October 10—\KKing Paul of Greece dissolved parliament and called for 
general elections in hopes of obtaining a government with a clear 
majority. 

October 13—The United States, Britain, and France signed an eco- 
nomic aid agreement with Yugoslavia. It was reported that the 
amount of aid was to be $99 million, of which the United States 
share was $78 million. 
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October 18—The French Radical Party Congress unanimously 
approved the previous day’s stand of its leader, Edouard Herriot, 
against ratification of the European Defense Community. 

October 25—-A joint communique from Western Germany and the 
French High Commissioner reported failure to reach agreement 
during t! 

November 4—France notified the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
that the 1952 rearmament pledge would be fulfilled but added that 
further increases could not be made the next year without more 
American financial aid. 

November 9—The communal elections in three West German states 
resulted in less strength for the center parties and more for the 
extreme left and right. 

November 10——The Belgian Government informed the NATO Council 
that it would cut military expenditures by $60 million in 1953 
unless new sources of revenue were found or outside help was 
forthcoming. 

November 11—Herbert Morrison was reelected deputy leader of the 
Parliamentary Labor Party over Mr. Aneurin Bevan. 

November 16—The general elections in Greece gave two-thirds of the 
seats of Parliament to the conservative Greek Rally Party of Field 
Marshal Alexander Papagos. 

Vovember 19—Spain was admitted to membership in UNESCO by a 
vote of 44 to 7 

Vovember 25—Defense plans for 1953 submitted by NATO countries 
indicated moderate increases in military expansion over 1952 but 
less effort than called for by original plans. 

Vovember 27?—December 11—The Commonwealth Prime Ministers Con- 
ference on economic questions met in London. 

November 30—The general elections of the Saar gave a substantial 
victory to the autonomists and the French. ‘The majority of the 
voters rejected appeals by Germans to abstain or invalidate their 
votes. 

December 2—The lower house of the Netherlands Parliament approved 
constitutional amendments for yielding authority to supranational 
organizations. 

December 4-—Prime Minister Churchill told Parliament that the 
government had decided to keep the defense production program 
within Britain’s means and that consequently some curtailment 
involving contracts already placed was necessary. 

December 7—The central committee of the Communist Party of 
France decided to expel leaders Marty and Tillon from membership 
in the central committee 

December 13—Leading permanent members of the North Atlantic 
Council asked that NATO nations bring existing forces to maximum 
efficiency before they attempted to expand them. 

December 16-—British Vice Adm. Lord Earl Mountbatten was ap- 
pointed commander in chief of the Allied naval forces in the Med- 
iterranean by the North Atlantie Council. 

December 17>—The North Atlantie Council agreed with France that 
the war in Indechina was a concern of the Council and deserved 


ci : aoe 
ie talks on the Saar issue. 
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December 17—Yugoslavia broke diplomatic relations with the Vatican, 
and charged that the Holy See had refused to settle the state-church 
conflict in the nation, citing the elevation to cardinal of Archbishop 
Stepinac as an example. 

December 18S—The North Atlantic Council agreed on $229.6 million to 
be spent in 1953 for “infrastructure."’ This was less than half the 
amount General Ridgway had called the minimum. 

December 23—French Premier Pinay resigned as the Popular Republi- 
can Movement announced that it would abstain from three pending 
confidence votes. 

December 31—Prime Minister Winston Churchill left England for a 
trip to Jamaica, calling en route on President Truman and President- 
elect Eisenhower 

1953 

January 1—Full civil rights were regained by thousands of Italians, 
former Fascists, who bad been barred from voting or standing as 
candidates. 

January 5—General Ridgway, NATO commander, said allied troops 
in Kurope would suffer grievously if the Russians attacked within 
the next vear or so. 

January 7—René Maver, a member of the Radical Party, became 
French Premier. Georges Bidault was appointed to replace Robert 
Sehuman as Foreign Minister. 

January 7—West Berlin Jews reported a full-seale purge was under 
way against the Jews remaining in Eastern Germany. 

January 7—-West German Chancellor Adenauer asked for changes 
in the European army treaty. On January 12 he stated that the 
Government would press for its early ratification and that clarifying 
protocols could be added later. 

January S Premier Tito and seven Catholic bishops agreed i} 
conference to seek a settlement of church-state differences 

January I] United States secretary of State Acheson urged Prime 
Minister Churchill to take the leadership in forming a unified 
Kurope and European army. 

January 14—With one vote in opposition, a joint session of Parliament 
named Marshal Tito President ot the Federal People’s Republie 
of Yugoslavia as called for by the revised constitution. 

January 17—The Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe 
accepted tentative plans for a six-nation European political author- 
itv, but it also voted resolutions which would curb the independ- 
ence of the new authority 

January 27—A Soviet note to the United States said that the U.S 
S. R.’s participation in Austrian peace treaty talks, scheduled 
for January 30 at London, was conditional upon the withdrawal 
of proposals for an abbreviated treaty. 

January a7 The Netherlands renounced ( nited States econ mic aid 
for its next fiscal year. 


January 28—The French Governme submitted the European 
Defense ( ommunitv treaty to the National Assembl 

y > BI 1 \f '. 

Jil “ary dU secrecary O} Stace izuires aid wWititua t avil 
Stassen left for fn tour o isurope to persuade SS te! t Pean 


‘ t ‘ . 


nations to press Clr ¢ x eparations 
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January 31 North Sea storms and high tides caused the worst floods 
n several centuries in the Netherlands, Belgium, and England. 
February 6—The first deputy foreign ministers meeting on the Aus- 
trian peace treaty since December 1950, was held, No progress 
was mace 

February 10 [ nde the direction of the Huropear Coal and Steel 
Community High Authority in Luxembourg, the Schuman plan came 


f 1 
into beime. Barriers were removed to form a common market 


among the six participating nations tor coal, iron ore, and scrap. 
At the same time, the International Authority for the Ruhr ceased 
to eXISsi 
February 19—The NATO Council approved an increased allocation 
of $448 million for military construction, or “infrastructure.”’ 
eoruary 22 In the Austrian general election, the anti-Communist 
Socialists made substantial gams whereas the extreme right and 
left lost heavily 


) ; 


kebi uary The six foreign ministers of the Schuman plan countries 


meeting in Rome, approved It) principle a proposal to eliminate 
progressively trade barriers 

February 25—-Gen. Charles de Gaulle of France advised against the 
creation Of a Kuropean army, alleging that such a foree would 
place France in a position s ibordinate to thy United State Ss. 


February 25—Greece, Turkey, and Yugoslavia initialed a treaty of 


friendship and military eooperntion which was open to othe! 
countries which Wished to enter the agreement ihe next day 


Turkey and Yugoslavia signed a $70 million trade and payments 


agreement 

March After a promise from Alfred Krupp von Bohlen to liquidat: 
his steel, coal, and tron holdings and not to reenter these businesses 
the combined steel cro Ip of the Alhed High Commission for Ge 
many decontrolled the Krupp industries 

Varch ?—The Federal Constitutional Court of Western German, 
refused to rule on the validity oO} treaties with the Western 
Allies until both the Bundestag and Bundesrat bad agreed to them 

Viarch 10—A draft charter for a European political community was 
approved by a special assembly of the Schuman plan countries. 

Varch 10-—A United States plane crashed inside the United States 
zone of Germany, having been shot down by two Czechoslovak 
MIG’s Czechoslovakia claimed = the plane had been over its 
territory. 

March 11—The French National Assembly approved an amnesty 
measure for se veral thousand Kreneh convicted Ol collaboration 
during the war or of being Vichy supporters. 

March 12 A British bomber Was shot down along the bord Y between 
the British and Soviet zones ol Germany by Wo Soviet MIG’s 
The Soviet Union charged that the plane had been over the Russian 
zone. 

March 16—President Tito of Yugoslavia arrived in London for a 5- 
day visit. On March 31 he told Yugoslavians that Prime Minister 
Churchill had promised to protect Yugoslavia if attacked and that 
in return he had promised to fight aggression. 
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March Is The Crer 
ment with Israel 
Mareh 1g The German bundesta appro ( ( Athed-Gern 





treaties and became the first legislative | 11 } ove the Euro- 
pean Defense Community treaty 

March 2/4 Freneh polic arrested two Communist | ers ot U 
General Confederation of Labor and the editor of L’Humanité 


March 25 Queen Marv of Great Britain died 
March nY The Government’s elec toral reiorm | ll w Ss passce DY th 
! 


) 
Italian Parhament 
: ; , ‘ ' 
April 2—Julius Raab, of the People’s Party, s eded Leopold | 
as Austrian Chancellor He formed ; Peo Partv-So¢ 


ye 
coalition 


Ap / Premi er Craspe dissolved the | ar] nent and 
called for general elections on June 7 

April 10 The Parliament of East Germanv sent an appeal to t 
British House of Commons aski iy It to use ] sure ‘ ‘btain 3 
immediate Big Fou cont nee to unt Crern 

April 21—The Danish genera lections resu small setba 3 fo 
thre conservatives The wy lict rem ; } 
partv in t lO 1;Ous 
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Vay 12--Clement Attlee stated in the British House of Commons 
that some elements in the United States did not want peace and 
had p! nted a Korean settlement. He stated that the United 
States Constitution had been framed for in isolationist state 
His statemen at hall’ t] 


rehill’s of the previous day aroused wide- 
the United States 


spre ad Criticism i 
\Vlay 1Z Gen Alfred M. Gruenthe r was designated to be the new 


Supreme Allied Commander in Europe to replace General Ridgway 
when the latter assumed the post of Chief of Staff of the United 


Lay j \\ ¢ (german Chance r Konrad Adena r returned to 
Bonn a eeting \ h Br ih feader HH iid he was contiden 
that ¢ hil ld not agi ya fo ower J at the expens« 
of Germany 


Vay 15—The German Bundesrat 


, esrat approved the Huropean Defense 
Communpitv and the peace contract with the West However, 
the final ratification awaited a constitutional court ruling. 

Vay 21—-French Premier René Maver resigned after the Assembly 
refused to give him a vote of confidence on bis budget 
Mi Y wa The Yugoslay ian Parliament passed a law concerning free- 
dom of religion which Wiis said to | ave th endorsement ol th 
Serbian Orthodox Church, representing 47 percent of the popu- 
lati Mi, Dl did hol have th } approval of the Roman ( ‘atholi | ‘hureh 
Vay 24--Belerade reported that a plan for settling the Trieste issue 
had been bomitted to Rome Which would give Yucoslavia LWoO 
tburbs of Trieste Citv as outlets to the Adriatie and the Italian 
populated towns in Yugoslavia-oecupied zone B to Ital 


thi 
\Vlay 2) Th Soviet Union refused tO resume discussions on an 


Austrian peace treat on the gcrounds that th ‘re was 10 Indien 
tion that further progress could be made 
May 2 Western German nnounced it had rejected a Soviet 
invitat 1 to begim direct trade negotiations with the Soviet Unior 
Vay 28 United States Ambassador to [taly Ciare Booth Luce im- 
} 


plied to lialians that American aid to 


the venera oht or left. 

Vay 28—In referendums, Danish voters ratified a new Constitution 
which permitted princesses to succeed to the throne 
Greenland a full member of the Danish Commonwealth 

June 2—The coronation of Queen Elizabeth I] was held in London 

June 6 Ivan I. Ih 


iyi a 


Italy might be stopped f 
| elections were won by the extreme ri 


and made 


vichev was appointed to the new post of Soviet 
High Commissioner for Austria. Lt. Gen. Vadim P. Sviridov re- 
mained in command of the 44,000 Soviet occupation troops. 
In Italy’s first general election since 1948 the Christian 


June 7-8 


Democrats and center coalition parties fell short of a majority of 


the popular vote but retained a majority of 16 seats in the Chamber 
of Deputies and 14 in the Senate. Gains were made by both the 
right and the left, the greatest gains being by the rightwing Mon- 


archists and neo-Fa 


ASCISETS 


June IJ—The Soviet Union lifted travel restrictions for Austrians 
between the Soviet and Western Zones. 
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June 10—\t was announced that the Danish Government had in- 
formed the United States that it did not require further economic 
aid. 

June 11—Reports from Ankara said the Soviet Union had offered 
to drop their claims on three provinces in northeastern Turkey if 
Turkey would agree to a new conference on the jomt ec mntrol of 
the Dardanelles. 

June 12—The United States, Britain, and France sent identieal note 

to the Soviet Union requesting the text of an Austrian peace 

treaty which Russia would be willing to sign 
i 


June 24—Greece, Turkey, and Yugoslavia issued a formal statem 
reaffirming their determimation to ea ry out the treaty of iriend- 
ship and military collaboration 

J i oie Mac. Madieahh 1} asad ee, 

JUNE « Iie reneh wWationa ‘ssembDiv approved Joseph Laniel, 
an Independent, as Premier. iis cabinet was approved on lu 


30, and it included Georges Bidault as Foreign Minister. Others 
who had tried to form a government but failed were Paul Reynaud 
on May 28, Pierre Mendés-France on May 29, Georges Bidault 


on June 11, and André Marie on June 19 Antoine Pinay had 
withdrawn his name on June 23. 

June 26—President Eisenhower sent a message to West German 
Chancelor Adenauer concerning the riots in Kast Germany 


TJ 


June 27—The Western High Commissioners for Germany asked the 


soviet High Commissioner to end martial law in tas Berlin, 
restore normal communications between the two sectors of the 


city, and remove barriers on the border between the [eastern and 
Western Zones. Evangelical Bishop Dibelius asked that while all 


the commissioners were in Berlin, they initiate measures for the 
reunification of Germany. 
June 27 Prime Minister Sit Winston Chur hill was ordered LO take 


} > 


a rest for at least a month and the scheduled Bermuda Conference 
of the United States, United Kingdom, and France was postponed. 


June 29—Officials of the Gaullist movement disavowed members who 
had accepted posts in the Laniel cabinet 





/ aru 3 The United States Government sent a note to Russi 
proposin that the dispute of Russia's World War 11 lend-leas« 
debt be submitted the International Court of Justice. 

January 8—In a note to the Soviet Government, the United States 
demanded that Soviet Russia report to the United Nations Com- 
mittee on Prisoners of War the whereabouts ol hundreds of tho 

ids of German and Japanese war prisoners The Soviet Union 
demed any failure to account for its prisoners of war. 


fe Ninlenko Polit! ro membe rand secretary o the CPSU 


received, on his oUt birthday, the Order ol Lenin, the highes} 





Jai I f Ihe Soviet Government restri ed travel] ol fore 
diplomats to an area withm 25 miles of Moscow Kharkov 
Brians! Poli iva, and 19 otl er cities were declared of} limits 

January In a discussion of Finnish foreign poliev, Pret r Urh 
kK ( 1 t intar wanted the Seandanavian countri 
to es s.and s neitrantv in ord lo pt nt tl pos ibilit 
Ol Hi ¢ Lore r] on Pil » Lerrile Finland Ww il not ail 
1 { } riiv v t! t} ;OVIe! { I went 1 uniess { ni i 
© tt e | LLLO 1¢ ed Pin fh territory 
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| I l tT ( hy \ I | re i¢ >I nd peen Dine ra Ol 
\l ( rei 0 Hse ( 
Fy ( | I ’ ( ! (Zz ( { } ’ (rove 
( } P ly ler el Cr CW 
if i} ryt ) so) ) | > & ve { i 
\ cl d } ) (if ! 
\ / i “tT { 1, b il ! ! i 
| Neth t S } ) \ O COC strictiol ( iL 
Sov ' So ( \ } 1) | re ve countrie 
/ t) r 1 I bY iled th pore tl 
Ci punist P virem! ad | irced since late 1945 
£1) TT} \i ose \ iF t i ( h ree opel ( 
during which Russia offered to buy $10 billion worth of westert 
goods ID the next 2 years Th conterene ended on April 12 atte 
many trade ag ments amotig eas 1 and western bustnessme! 


had been reaches 
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April 29—A Yugosla periodical carried an articl lauming that 
President Gottwald of Czechoslovakia had expelled 6,000 Stalinists 
from the Communist Party in 
from Russian subjugation. 

May ij Herr Grotewohl, Premier of East Gern anv, said that if the 
EDC and the Bonn contract treaties were signed, an eastern 

Ld] 


national army would be formed and war would be likely 


May 29—lIt was announced on the Bucharest radio thac Ana Pauker 


i 


n effort to sav Czechoslovakia 


was relieved of ail posts, effective immediately She retained her 
position as foreign minister but was removed from the politburo 
and the central committee secretariat 

May 29—A series of major diplomatic personnel changes by the Soviet 
Union began when Ambassador George N. Zarubin was recalled 
from Great Britain to be sent to the United States. In Britanu 
Zarubin Was succeeded by Andrei Gromy KO 

June 16 The So. let Union offered to return 186 of Lhe vessels ioaned 
by the United States in World War II, but wanted to buy 167 other 
ships. The United States insisted that all vessels be returned 

June 24 Russian-United States tal 
broke down. 


on lend-lease settlement 


July 5—The official Rumanian news agency announced the dismissal 
of Ana Pauker as Foreign Minister. She was charged with devia- 
tion with regard to the collectivization of agriculture. 

July 19-August 3—The Olympic games were held at Helsinki, Finland. 


Athletes from Communist countries, including the Soviet Union, 
participated. 

July 27— United States Ambassador to Russia George F. Kennan re- 
fused to attend Soviet Aviation Day air show because of a Russiar 
poster depicting Soviet planes forcing dowa three American pianes 

August j The United Nations ( ‘ommission on Free (rerman Klect ons 
reported failure in its efforts to study East German election condi- 
tions. 

August 5—The Polish Consul General in Chicago, Zygmunt Fabisiak, 
became the third Polish Chicago consul to resign and request asylum 
in United States. 

August 6—Pravda revealed that a widespread personnel reorganiza- 
tion had occurred in Lithuania the previous vear 

August 7—Greek military units fired on a Bulgarian patrol which 
attempted to invade a disputed river island. 

August 14—Istvan Dobi resigned as Premier of Hungary and was 
succeeded by Matyas Rakosi, the leading Communist. 

August 20-—Premier Stalin announced a call for a general Congress 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the first since 1939 
on October 1. 

September 19—United States Ambassador to U.S. 5. R. George F. 
Kennan while in Berlin stated that western diplomats in Moscow 
lived in icy cold isolation and that he regarded the “hate America” 
campaign as serious. 

September 19—Finland completed its 8 years of payment of war 
reparations to the Soviet Union. 

September 27—-The United States filled the post of Minister to 
Rumania which had been left vacant for 18 months. 


, 
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October 83—The new economic thesis of Stalin, Economic Problems of 
Socialism in the U.S. S. R., was published, laying down future lines 
of Soviet domestic and foreign policy. 

Octobe ) The Soviet Union declared United States Ambassador 
(;eorce I Kennan persona non orata beeause of remarks Kennat 
made on September 19 concerning conditions in Moscow to which 
diplomats were subjected 

October 5—The 19th Congress of the Communist Party opened 
Georgi Malenkov delivered the major address which was bitterly 
anti-American and reiterated the new Stalin thesis. 

October 8—-A note from the United States State Department rejected 
the Soviet protests against Ambassador Kennan on the erounds 
that Kennan had pictured a diplomat’s position in Moscow 
accurately and in moderate language. 

October 11—Refueees said a revolution was brewing in Albania and 
that the Communist Party was shaken by assassinations, purges, 
and desertions to Yugoslavia 

October 18 Premier Stalin was elected by the Communist Party 

head an 1ll-man committee for the first revision of 

atform since 1919 


C‘oneress to 

the party pl 

October 13—The new central committee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union announced the election of 25 members, headed 
by Premier Stalin, to the Presidium, which replaced the Politburo 
and the Orgburo 

October 14—The U.S.S.R rejected the United States protest over the 
treatment of Ambassador George F. Kennan. 

October 17—Finnish Premier Urho Kekkonen, an Agrarian, submitted 
the resignation of his Cabinet, a coalition with the Socialists, 
because of a dispute on methods of fulfilling the program for stabili- 
zation of the economy 

November 20—In a mass treason trial in Prague, former Secretary 
General of the Czech Communist Party Rudolf Slansky pleaded 
guiltv to charges of treason, espionage, and sabotage. Slansky, 
Vladimir Clementis, and nine other prominent Czechoslovakian 
Communists were sentenced to death on November 27 and were 
hanged on December 3. 

November 20-—-Under the new Polish Constitution, the office of Presi- 
dent was abolished and the Council of State became the highest 
political organ. Boleslaw Bierut relinquished the Presidency and 
became the Premier. 

December 6—The Czechoslovak Government proclaimed the Israeli 
Minister persona non grata and demanded his recall. 

December 9—The Government of Eastern Germany suspended its 
Supply Minister and began an emergency program to meet the 
growing food crisis 

December 24—Premier Stalin, in response to a series of written 
questions from a New York Times reporter on December 18, stated 
that he was favorable to the idea of conversations which would 
lead to a meeting with President-elect Eisenhower. 

December 26—Secretary of State-designate Dulles declared that the 
new administration would listen to any concrete proposals that 
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Stalin had, and that recular diplomatic and United Nations channels 
were open for such suggestions 
December 29—The East German Government announced that. it 


would dissolve its propaganda office 


‘ ) 
Jan uary 15—Soviet newspapers demanded Swit tri land execution of 
doctors charged with killing two Soviet leaders and attempting to 
kill others \Most of the doctors were linked with a Jewish oreani- 


zation 

January 16—The arrest of Eastern Germany's Foreign Minister, 
Georg Dertinger, on charges of treason, was announced in East 

serlin 

January 17—Lajos Stoechkler, president of the Hungarian Jewish 
community, was arrested on espionage charges 

January 30—A Rumanian Cabinet shakeup was revealed in the press. 
New appointments were made for the followmg munistries: oil 
industry, coal mdustry, communal administration and local indus- 
try, religious cults, posts, and social welfare 

February 13—In Bulgaria it was decreed that all Bulgarian citizens 
who left the country without authorization were subject to death 
penalties and that their families would be placed m concentration 
camps. 

February 21—Thirtyv leadmg Hungarian Jewish Communists were 
reported to have been purged or to have committed suicide 

February 21—Marshal Vassily D. Sokolovsky, captor of Berlin in 
World War II, was named chief of staff of the Soviet armed forces 
to succeed Gen. Sergei M. Shtemanko. 

March 5—sSoviet Premier Joseph Stalin died. 

March 5—A Polish Air Force lieutenant, later disclosed to be Franciszek 
Jarecki, flew a MIG—15 to Bornholm, a Danish island in the Baltic, 
and asked for political asylum. 

March 6—Georgi Malenkov was named Soviet Premier and Chairman 
of the Council of Ministers. Beria, Molotov, Bulganm, and 
Kaganovich became First Deputy Chairmen. Molotov became 
Foreign Minister in place of Vishinsky, who was named representa- 
tive to the United Nations. 

March 14—A United States weather reconnaissance plane off Kam- 
chatka was attacked by a Soviet MIG. 

March 16—The new Soviet Premier Malenkov, in an address to the 
Supreme Soviet, declared that there were no differences, even with 
the United States, which could not be resolved by peaceful means. 

March 19—Soviet General Chuikov in Germany expressed regret for 
the loss of life by British fliers in the bomber shot down on March 12. 
He offered to meet with the British to devise ways to avoid a 
repetition of the incident. 

March 20—London announced that the Soviet Government had 
promised to take action to secure the release of nine British civilians 
in North Korea. 
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eaders and had all persons respon 
Site rthneir al t taken into custod) 

April 7 Representatives in Germany of the United States, France, 
Great Britain, and the Soviet Union discussed methods of preventing 
attacks on Dianes over German, 

April 12—The Soviet proposal to merge the Berlin air corridors into 


! 
one was acce] ted as a basis for discussion by the United State a. 


Ipril Tt \ Soviet oadeast reported a new Communist purge in 
Geor@a, reversing iose of th previous ear and pointing to a 
strengthening of power by Lavrenti Beria, Minister of the Intertor 
lpril 21 \ Latvian eabinet shuttho Yr Was annow fin Riga SLX 
Laty ns wel I ed vith Ru Slaris 
lpriu 29 An editorial on the front pave of Pravda stated that the 
SO V IK ( ion Was ready to negotinte a settlement of the problems 
creatine tension in the world 
SO ro l ) Niint tel \i LOLo roposed if] Ow 
1¢ \ ( iles N11 on | anes 5 ‘ R 
Ch ha Che De pariment of State mniormally rey eted the suyvges 
tion as propavandistic and unnecessar 
\ fay ] Nikolai \ Bul rayoll SOVIET di LeList Nin ster, said the sSOvViel 
Government would welcome any teps which would ease inter- 


national tensions 





\lay l The Soviet Foreign Nir S| sfed as [oul iepulv Tore 
ministers Vishinsky. Gromyko, Zorin, and Kuznetsov. Jacob Mali 
replaced Gromyvko in london. 

Vlay Czechoslovakia announced an amnesty tor many prisoners 
Phese ( ({ riV perso! trad sser offenders but did ot 
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troops had seized the sm 
ihe borde: 

Vay 12—United States Ambassador Charles Bohlen asked Soviet 
Foreign Minister Molotov for permission for Russian wives. of 


to the United Nations that B 


ligarian 





li island of Gamma in the Evros River on 


' ; 
American citizens to join their husbands 

s i j 
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May 16——The United States announced that Associated Press corre* 
spondent William Oatis was being released after a pardon by 
Czechoslovakian President Zapotocky. This followed a plea from 
Oatis’ wife and a letter from President Eisenhower. 

May 20—A second Polish flyer, Lt. Zdzislaw Jazwenski, landed 
MIG-15 in Denmark. 

May 26—The United States declared Christache Zambeti, First 
Secretary of the Rumanian Legation, persona non grata for having 
attempted to blackmail an American citizen into spying. 

May 27—An official Soviet newspaper reported that four American 
agents of Ukrainian origin had parachuted into the Ukraine and 
had been executed as spies. 

May 28—Vladimir S. Semyenov arrived in East Berlin to assume the 
new post of Soviet High Commissioner in East Germany with control 
over political functions. 

June 5—The United States State Department announced that three 
American restrictions on travel and trade between the United 
States and Czechoslovakia had been lifted since the release of 
William Otis. 

June 5—The Soviet military commander in Eastern Germany since 
1949, Gen. Vasily 1. Chuikov, was relieved by Col. Gen. Andrei 
A. Gretschko. 

June 9-—The Soviet Union granted exit visas to two Soviet wives of 
American citizens and two children of an American citizen. 

June 10—The Politburo of East Germany announced several reforms 
to rectify mistakes they had made and to improve living conditions. 
These included easing travel restrictions, socialization measures, 
rationing, and crop quotas, and the restoration of property to refu- 
gees who returned from West Germany. In addition, after a con- 
ference with Evangelical Church leaders, the Government agreed to 
reduce the sentences of imprisoned churchmen and end the drive 
against church youth groups. 

June 14—Marshal Tito announced the renewal of full diplomatie 
relations between Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union at the latter’s 
request. 

June 15—At a pro-Russian World Peace Council meeting in Budapest, 
western correspondents were admitted for the first time since 1949. 
The Council dropped demands for a Big Five parley and asked for a 
4 power conference on Austria and Germany. 

June 15—Keports of riots against the Czech government in industrial 
cities earlier in June were confirmed by President Zapotocky. 

June 17—Major anti-Communist riots developed from demonstra- 
tions by East Berlin workers against increased work norms. 
Soviet armed forces were used to quell the disturbances. 

June 18—Yugoslavia announced that it had agreed to let armed 
Russian naval vessels which had been anchored in Vienna for five 
vears pass through the Yugoslav sector of the Danube on their way 
to the Black Sea for repair. 

June 21—It was reported from East Germany that strikes and up- 
heavals had been taking place all over the Soviet Zone. In a note 
to the western commandants in Berlin, the Soviet Union offered 


86429—53—_—-4 








20) CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 


1953 


to reopen East Berlin, closed since the uprisings of June 17, if th 


\\ eS would promis to “cease sending provocateurs Into the Soviet 


sector 

June 22—The Soviet Union announced that travel restrictions on 
foreigners In the U.S. S. R. had been eased. 

June 25 The captain oO} the Polish ship Batory, on which Gerhard 


Kisler escaped in 1949, jumped ship and asked for asylum in the 
United Kingdom 

JUNE LO \ special United 
labor reporte | that the Soviet [ nion, Bulearia, and ( zechoslovakia 


used forced labor to correct political opinions and boost their econ 


Nations committee to investigate for ed 


omtes, 

June 23—Bulgaria notified the United Nations that it was prepared 
to negotiate with Greece to settle borde1 disputes 

June 28—Although the anti-Communist riots in East Berlin had been 
attributed to Western agents by Moscow, Premier Grotewohl ad- 
mitted his regime had made mistakes. He said that since resigna 
tion would not solve any problems, a new program would be issued. 

June 50-—Air safety talks resumed among the occupying powers in 
Germany for the first time since the disturbances in East Berlin. 
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January 10—The Shah of Iran completed the distribution of land 
from his estates to the peasants. 

January 12—Iran ordered all British consulates closed by January 21. 

January 13—Britain refused to close its Lranian consulates. 

January 14—The Government of Tunisia asked the United Nations 
Security Council to intervene in the dispute with France over local 
autonomy. United Nations officials referred the appeal to the 
permanent French delegate. 

January 15—In Egypt the Chamber of Deputies adopted a bill making 
collaboration with British troops a crime. Guerrilla attacks near 
the Suez Canal Zone and anti-British demonstrations continued. 

January 17——In an address before a joint session of Congress in Wash- 
ington, Prime Minister Churchill suggested that token forces of the 
United States, France, or Turkey be sent to the Suez Canal. 

January 18—Habib Bourguiba, leader of the Neo-Destour-Destourian 
(nationalist) Party in Tunisia, was arrested with others by the 
French after a series of disorders in protest of the French refusal to 
grant immediate autonomy to Tunisia. 

Januar; 18—-A British cruiser fired on Port Said when British troops 
clashed with Egyptian guerrillas. 

January 20—British troops entered Ismailia. 

January 21—British consulates in [ran were closed by Iranian order. 

January 23—The Mutual Security Agency announced that economic 
aid to Iraq, Afghanistan, and Egypt and military aid to Iran had 
been held up temporarily until a pledge required by the Mutual 
Security Act was signed. 

January 26—Rioters in Cairo burned and pillaged millions of dollars 
worth of British, French, and United States property including 
Shepheard’s Hotel. Sixty-seven people, mainly British, were killed. 
King Farouk declared martial law. 

January 27—King Farouk dismissed the Government of Premter 
Mustafa Nehas Pasha because of failure to maintain ‘security and 
order.’ He appointed Aly Maher Pasha to head the new cabinet. 
The new Premier announced on February 23 that he would begin 
conversations with the British ambassador concerning the revision 
of the 1936 treaty. 

January 28—The Soviet Union delivered to the governments of the 
United States, Unitea Kingdom, France, and Turkey notes pro- 
testing the proposed establishment of a Middle East Command. 

January 31—Talks regarding more home rule in Spanish Morocco 
recently held in Spain between Gen. Francisco Franco and Caliph 
Prince Muley Ben Hassan were announced by the latter as having 
resulted in a complete agreement. 
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February 15-—Premier Mossadegh’s aide Hossein Fatemi was wounded 
by an assassin who said he had been “assigned” to kill the Premier 
of Tran 

February 27—The United States and Israel signed an agreement for 
aid of $50 million for the relief of refugees 

February 27—Israel sent a note to the U. S. S. R. stating that Israel 
would not join any aggressive pact against Russia and asking 
permission for Russian Jews to migrate to Israel. 

Varch 1—Premier Alv Maher Pasha of Egypt resigned and Hilaly 
Pasha, a former memb« r of the Wafd Party, vas named as his 
successor by the King. 

Vareh ? Thirt con Asian and Africa countries agreed to place the 
Tunisian dispute before the U. N. Security Council as a threat to 


Var l } The Eevptian Wafd w t into opposition to the Govern- 


. ; 
ations between the Iranian Government and the 


] 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development con- 
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April 8 —Spain authorized a loan of $6.5 million to the Caliphs of 


Spanish Morocco to finance a public works program 

Ipril 1 The United States abstained from voting in the Security 
Council on the request of 11 nations to consider the situation in 
Punisin and the request failed to gain the 7 positive votes needed 
or its passage 

tpril 25 After a lapse of military aid for t months, the United States 
suid the lrantan Government had given assurances which met th 
requirements of the Mutual Security Act and that aid would be 
resumed 


Cairo by the For igh Minist ‘rs of the two countri 


Vay 20—Egypt refused the British offer of May 3 proposing British 


April 26 \ cultural treaty between Spain and Eevpt was signed in 


evacuation of the Suez bas except Lor civilian experts, but refusing 
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June 20—Thirteen Arab and Asian countries requested a_ special 
session of the United Nations General Assembly to consider the 
dispute between France and Tunisia. 

June 20—French Foreign Minister Schuman presented a program of 
home-rule reforms to the ‘Tunisian National Assembly but it was 
rejected. The Assembly called for an international conference to 
settle the dispute. 

June 28—The Egyptian Government announced that Premier Hila 
Pasha had resigned. Former Premier Hussein Sirry Pasha was 
asked to form = new cabinet. , 


July 5—lranian Premier Mossadegh presented his resignation { 
then agreed to form a new government on July 10 

July 17 After the Shah of Tran re fused to allo vy Premiet \lossa iegl 
to become his own War Minister. Mossadech resicned Ahmad 


( 

Ghavam Sultaneh was appointed the new Premier 

July 19— Mossadegh supporters held violent demonstrations against 
Premier Ghavam. Ghavam resigned when Parliament refused to 
grant him full powers to use police and army forces to quell the 
disorders 

July 20—In Eevpt the Cabinet of Premier Sirry Pasha resigned and 
the next day the previous premier, Hilaly Pasha, was asked by 
King Farouk to form a new government 

July oI The United Nations Secretary General reported that the 
number of United Nations members in favor of a special session of 
the U. N. General Assembly to consider the situation in ‘Tunisia was 
less than the majority required. 

July 22—-Dr. Mossadegh again became Premier of Iran 

July 22—The International Court of Justice ruled that it had 
jurisdiction in the British-Iranian controversy over oil national 
ization because the matter did not qualify as a dispute 

July 23—Maj. Gen. Mohammed Naguib Bey, associated with thi 
voung Egyptian army officers who demanded refort 
himself commander in chief of the army He forced the resignation 
of Premier Hilaly Pasha and appointed Maher Pasha in his place 

July 26—\King Farouk of Egypt abdicated and took his family into 
exile in [tals His infant son was proclaimed King Fuad II of Egy pt 
and the Sudan 

July 30—General Naguib’s government abolished the Egyptian 
peerage and invited back foreign investments 

August 3—The Iranian Chamber of Deputies voted full dictatorial 
powers for 6 months to Premier Mossadegh and expropriated the 
$8 million fortune of the previous premier, Ahmed Ghavam. 

August 7—General Naguib said Egypt would welcome western aid 


proclaimes 
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and made a bid for United States military assistance, hinting that 
if such aid was not received from the West, he might find supplies 
elsewhere. 

August 11—-The Parliament of Jordan declared King Talal unfit to 
rule and proclaimed his 17-year-old son, Crown Prince Hussein 
the successor. 

August 23—The Arab League Collective Security Pact entered into 


foree. 
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August 27—The International Court of Justice supported the right of 
Americans to export goods to French Morocco on the same basis 
as the French, but denied some of the claims for capitulatory rights 
extended under the 1836 treaty 

August 27—United States and British envoys recommended to Premier 
Mossadegh a compromise plan to restore Iranian oil production. 

August 30—Premier Mossadegh disapproved the Truman-Churchill 
plan for settling the oil dispute but summoned Parliament to discuss 
the proposal. 

September 2—The Iranian Government contended that the Anglo- 

Iranian Oil Co. owed it $1 billion and refused a United States offer 

of $10 million worth of assistance to Iran. 

ptember 17—Both houses of the Iranian Parliament voted confidence 

in Premier Mossadegh’s counter proposals to end the oil dispute. 

These called for the payment of a large sum by the company and 

arbitration of the company’s claims by the International Court. 

September 17—Lebanese opposition deputies demanded that President 
Bechari el-Khoury resign as a general strike protesting against 
political corruption continued for the third day. President el- 
Khoury resigned the next day. Gen. Fuad Shehab succeeded him 
temporarily. 
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September 23—The Lebanese Parliament elected to the Presidency 
former Foreign Minister Camille Chamoun, an independent who 
worked with the opposition Socialist National Front. 

September 24—In a reply to the Churchill-Truman proposals for a 
settlement of the oil dispute, Iran consented to submit the issues 
to arbitration but under conditions which Britain subsequently 
rejected (in a note of ¢ lectober 2). 

September 2—In Egypt, General Naguib removed Premier Aly Maher 


and assumed the posts of Premier, Minister of War, and Minister 
of Marine. His cabinet included, for the first time in Egypt’s 
history, a member of the fanatical Moslem Brotherhood. 

October 9—The British announced that the custody of the El Firdan 
bridge across the Suez Canal was being returned to the Egyptian 
Army and that London would release $15 million from Egypt’s 
sterling balances as a goodwill gesture. 

October 14——Britain declared that [ran’s demands were unacceptable. 

October 22—lIran severed diplomatic relations with Britain. The last 
of the British Embassy staff left Teheran on November 1. 

October 22—Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden announced the British 
approval of a new constitution for the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan which 
provided for self-government in internal affairs and retained British 
and Egyptian control of foreign affairs. 

October 24—Syria’s strong man, Col, Adib Shishakly, launched the 
Arab Liberation Movement as the sole Syrian political organiza- 
tion to take the place of the parties he had abolished. 

October 28—The four political parties of Iraq demanded abrogation of 
the friendship treaty of 1918 with Britian which permitted British 
troops to be stationed in the country. 

October 29—Premier Naguib of Egypt and delegates of Sudanese 
independence parties signed a final agreement describing a joint 
program for the political development of the Sudan. After a 3- 
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vear period of home rule under Anglo-Egyptian supervision, the 
Sudanese would decide whether to become independent or unite 
with Egypt. 

November 6—The General Assembly approved a $23 million relief 
program for Arab refugees from Palestine. 

November 10—French Foreign Minister Schuman told the United 
Nations General Assembly that U. N. interference in Tunisian and 
Moroccan questions would be a violation of the charter. 

November 14 The United States, Great Britain, and France set aside 
the 1945 agreement covering control of Tangier, and police powers 
there were returned to Spain. 

November 23—Rioting mobs in Baghdad set fire to a United States 
Information Service building and stoned the British Embassy. 
The Regent of Iran called on Army Chief of Staff Gen. Nur Adin 
Mahmoud to form a new cabinet, and he immediately declared 
martial law. 

December 8—The Israeli Knesset (Parliament) chose Itzahk Ben-Zvi 
to succeed Dr. Chaim Weizmann as the second President of Israel. 

December 8—In French Morocco more than 50 people were killed 
during nationalist-led riots and on December 10 French police 
arrested a large number of leaders of the Istiqlal National Party. 

December 10—Premier Naguib announced the cancellation of the 
Egyptian constitution and the passage of authority to a transi- 
tional government. 

December 12—The U. N. General Assembly’s Political Committee 
rejected an Arab-Asian proposal requesting France to negotiate 
with Tunisian representatives on independence, and adopted the 
more moderate Latin American plan. 

December 17—The U. N. General Assembly’s Political Committee 
rejected the Arab-Asian plan for consultations between French 
representatives and the Sultan of Morocco approving instead a 
Latin American compromise on continuation of negotiations on 
self-government. 

December 20—The Bey of Tunis approved French-sponsored decrees 
which provided for the election of the hitherto appointed municipal 
and district assemblies, after a French ultimatum. 

December 22—Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion announced 
that he had succeeded in forming a coalition government of General 
Zionist, Progressive, and the Mapai Parties. 

December 24—25—The diplomatic representatives of India, Pakistan, 
Iran, Afghanistan, and Indonesia met in Cairo with representatives 
of the Arab League to discuss French policy in Tunisia and Morocco. 
A resolution was adopted expressing sympathy with the aspirations 
of the North African people and urging France to settle the issues 
in accordance with the U. N. Charter. 


1953 


January 3—Egypt’s 5-year economic development plan was inaugu- 
rated by Premier Naguib. 

January 16—In Egypt, 25 army officers were seized after a plot to 
overthrow the Naguib regime was discovered. 
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political parties 

Janua 17 The first ceneral direct parliam mtary election In [raq 
was held and the forces of former Premier Nuri es-Said were vic- 
Torrous 

Ja “ary 7: rhe | nian Parliament voted to extend the plenary 
powers held by Premier Mossadegh for 1 vear 

kel ary du \ new transitional constitution for Kevpt Vas announced 
which made General Nacuib upreme during a 35-Vvear period 
‘ rain to General Na tib fae mterimm overnment Wo ild O1LV¢ 

i ( ompletelyv constitutional and democratic svst m’’ at the 

nd of that period 

February 12—TVhe Soviet Union severed diplomatic relations with 
{ |. giving as the reason the bombing of the Soviet Legation i 


Pel Aviv on February 9 


February 12—In Cairo an agreement was signed by Egvpt and Britain 
which provided for the introduction of self-covernment in the 
Anelo-EKeypntian Sudan and promised self-determination of the 


political future of the recion within a period not to exceed 3 vears 
; 


i MarTY ZS Iran’ rren r Mossadegh took refuge in a United 
States Government office after a mob of supporters of the Shah 
attacked his home 
ipril i ) In Tunisia’s st nationwide elections, which the na 
tionulists had req sted be boveotter H0 pereent of thre rural elec 
torate voted and elected pro-French candidates In the city of 
Punis all but 9 pereent of the voters boveotted the polls 

In heavy riots in Teheran the Tudeh partv demonstrated 
Ns he Shah 
| S——Lebanor ( vine ‘ Pre r Kmir Khaled Shehab 
ned der eriticism fo ls ( forn The next day 
I sident Chamoun aske Oo i ile Sued Salam to tori l 
‘ net 

Vlay A special constitut onal committee voted oO repla © the 
monarchical form of government in Keypt with a republican form 

Vlay 46— King Hussein of Jordan accepted the resignation of Premier 
Tewfu Abul Huda and asked the Ambassador to Britain. Fawzi 
Pasha el Mulki, to form a new cabinet 

Vay 6—After 10 days, the Anglo-Egvptian conference on British 
withdrawal from Suez broke down. Egypt demanded unconditional 
wit he rawal, whereas Britain insisted adequate defenses of the 
canal be provided before British troops left. 


Vay 10—In additional municipal elections in Tunisia, 40 percent of 
the registered voters went to the polls, 

May 11—Prime Minister Churchill stated that Britain would have 
no choice except to defend itself if attacked at Suez by Egyptians. 

Vay 11 secretary of State Dulles and Mutual Security Director 


Stassen arrived in Cairo to begin a faet-finding tour of the Middl 


he Shah of Iran issued a decree demanded by Premier 
\Nlossadeoch transferrine t} , al aatate he G ; ¢ 
LOSSACeI ransierring he roval estates to the Government Lol 


ising rather than to individual peasants 
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May 14—The Egyptian Government banned commercial transactions 
with Britons in the canal zone except with special permit 

May 30—President Camille Chamoun of Lebanon dissolved Parlia- 
ment on the grounds it had lost the respect of the people and ordered 
elections for July 12 and 19. 

June 3—The United Nations Mixed Armistice Commission found 
Israel and Jordan each guilty of three armistice violations. Jordan 
agreed to an Israeli proposal for negotiations between local border 
commanders to try to end the latest series of border incidents 

June S—Jordan and Israel signed a 3-month pact binding both 
nations to act against infiltrators, condemning aggressions by armed 
civilians as well as soldiers, and providing for regular meetings of 
the border commanders 

June 18S—Kgypt was proclaimed a republic Premier Nagcuil um 
the first President. King Fuad Li was deposed, and a plebiscite at 


the end of 3 years was promised. 


June 29—General staff officers of Israel and Jordan reached agreement 


on measures to prevent imiiltration [ the bordet vy Jordanians 








IV. AFRICA 
1952 


January 5—The Special Political Committee of the United Nations 
called upon the Union of South African Government to suspend the 
enforcement of its racial segregation law 

January 24—The new Nigerian constitution went fully into effect. 

January 29—The inaugural meeting of the first Nigerian Parliament 
was held. 

March 20—The supreme court of the Union of South Africa declared 
that the act placing colored voters on a separate electoral roll was 
invalid. 

March 21—Dr. Kwane Nkrumah was elected first Prime Minister of 
the Gold Coast. 

March 24—Demonstrations were participated in by thousands of 
persons in various parts of South Africa against the March 22 
threat of Prime Minister Malan to curb the powers of the supreme 
court. 

Varch 27—The British Government announced that the chief of the 
Bamangwato tribe in Bechuanaland Protectorate in South Africa, 
Seretse Khama, had been banned from serving as chief because his 
marriage to a British white woman in violation of tribal law showed 
him “irresponsible.” 

April 21——-After bitter debates in Parliament the Nationalist Govern- 
ment of South Africa won its first victory over the United Party 
when it defeated a motion of censure on the Government sponsored 
law to place Cape colored persons on separate electoral rolls. 

April 22—Prime Minister Malan of the Union of South Africa intro- 
duced a bill to make Parliament a high court which would have 
power to pass on the constitutionality of its own acts. 

April 23—-May 5—A conference on Central African federation met in 
London, attended by delegates from Britain, Northern and Southern 
Rhodesia, and Ny asaland, but boycotted by the Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland native delegates. Agreement was reached on a 
draft constitution for the federation of the three African territories. 

May 29—South Africa’s House of Assembly passed the High Court of 
Parliament bill, designed by the Malan government to curb the 
powers of the supreme court. 

June 3—British authorities in Bechuanaland arrested 38 Bamangwato 
tribesmen after a riot protesting the ban on tribal gatherings which 
had been imposed to suppress demonstrations for the return of 
Seretse Khama. 

August 12—The legality of South Africa’s High Court of Parliament 
Act was challenged by Cape colored voters. On the 29th the act 
was declared invalid by judges of the Cape division of the South 
African Supreme Court 

September 11—The federation of Eritrea with Ethiopia was estab- 
lished through ratification of the Federal Act by Ethiopian Emperor 
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Haile Selassie. British a Inistratio former Italian colony 
of Eritrea ceased on September 5 

Octobe A) Following outbreaks of Ma Nia rorism 2 s 
emergency was declared thro igho Kenva colony 

November lo The South African Government's appeal agall I 
ruling of the Cape Division of the Supreme Court tha the Higl 
Court of Parliament Act was invalid was rejec by the Ap] 


Division of the Supreme Court of South Africa 
Noi mobe ZU) The nal how political committee of thie | hited Nations 
rejected the South African claim that the United Nations was not 


competent to consider the Union’s apartheid policy 


Mareh 23 Che South Afriean supreme Co Irt Oo (pp ais «ae 
racial segregation invalid unless equal facilities for all were offered 

Vareh oA The British House of ¢ OMINONS approved a project 
central African federation of the three British de 
Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, and Nvyasal 

March 27 \lore than 150 members of the Kikuyu tribe who 
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loval to the British were killed by Mau Mau fellow tribesm 
Apri J lhe voters of Southern Rhodesia approved their country’s 


federation with Northern Rhodesia and Nvasaland in a central 

African dominion 

April 15—The general elections in the Union of South Africa return 
Prime Minister Malan’s Nationalist Party with an increased ma- 
jority of seats 

ipril 30—RAF planes bom! 

apru dV vl planes bomb 
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wed Mau Mau strongholds after continued 
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acts of terrorism by the \ 
May f Bamanew ato tribesi I 5 huanaliand f ised to ae ) 
any British-nominated successor to Seretse Khama 
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Vay 6—Nigerian nationalists voted 
the regional assembly because a British appointment was rejectes 

Vay 9—Natives of the Gold Coast rioted against a new local tay 
imposed by the British-advised native government 

Vay 10—The Liberal Party was formed in South Africa to campaign 
for equal rights for all races 

Vay 29—-The Government of Kenva sealed off travel to and from 
central Kenya in an effort o prevent Mau Mau terrorism from 
spreading 

June 26—Great Britain made a $5,706,600 loan to the munictpalit 


of Nairobi for replacement of the slums which were a focal cent 


for the Mau Maus. 








V. FAR EAST 
1952 


January 1—Premier Stalin extended New Year’s greetings to the Japa- 
nese people. 

January 3—The Soviet Union proposed that the Korean armistice 
talks be transferred to the U. N. Security Council. 

January 4—The Communists at Panmunjom rejected the U. N. 
proposal for an immediate exchange of sick and wounded prisoners. 

January 16—The Japanese Foreign Office made public a letter of 
December 24 in which Premier Yoshida had assured the United 
States that Japan would not recognize Communist China and 
would conclude a peace treaty with Nationalist China. The 
sritish Foreign Office expressed disapproval. 

January 20—The Communist delegates at the truce talks in Pan- 
munjom warned that the United Nations should give up all hopes 
for a truce unless the United Nations changed its stand on the 
exchange of prisoners. 

January 22—The Communist Chinese Government denounced the 
proposed treaty between Japan and Nationalist China as a military 
threat to Communist China. 

February 1—The United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu- 
tion stating that the Soviet Union, in its relations with China since 
the surrender of Japan, had failed to carry out its treaty with China. 

The resolution was adopted by 25 in favor, 9 against, and 24 
abstentions. 

February 18—The Communist prisoners of the United Nations held 
ov Koje Island rioted against guards and ‘“‘cooperative’’ prisoners. 

A second outbreak occurred on March 13. 

February 19—Korean armistice negotiators agreed to recommend the 
holding of a political conference after the implementation of an 
armistice. 

February 28—An administrative agreement was signed in Tokyo 
giving the United States the right to maintain military bases in 
Japan for defense of the islands. 

March 4—The United States proposed an inquiry into accusations by 
the Chinese Communists that American forces were using germ 
warfare in North Korea. 

March 13—The International Red Cross offered to investigate Com- 
munist charges of U. N. germ warfare in North Korea and Man- 
churia. 

March 14—The Soviet Union accused the United States before the 
Disarmament Commission of using germ warfare in Korea and 
China. 

March 20—The World Health Organization proffered its aid to the 
Chinese communist and North Korean governments in con- 
trolling epidemics reported in North Korea. North Korea had 
begun charges that the United States was using germ warfare 
the last week in February. 
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April 28—Allied negotiators made an overall otfer to Communists 


for a Korean armistice which included the principle that prisoners- 
of-war were not to be forcibly repatriated. 

April 28—World War II in the Pacific formally ended and Japan 
recovered full sovereignty. Japan and Nationalist China signed 
a treaty of peace. 

April 25—General Mark Clark was appointed General Ridgway’s 
successor as Supreme Allied Commander, Far East. 

May 2—Communist negotiators rejected the overall Alhed offer for 
a Korean armistice. 

May ?—General Dodd, the commandant of Koje Island prison 
camps, was seized by Communist prisoners and held captive. He 
was released 3 days later after 4 ‘‘concessions’’ had been made 
to the prisoners. Later General Clark said the agreements had 
Lo validity. 

May 26—A feud began between President Syngman Rhee and the 
South Korean National Assembly. President Rhee wanted to 
amend the existing prov ision for the election of the President. Nine 
assemblymen were jailed on obscure charges, and martial law was 
reimposed. 

May 28—The United Nations Commission for the Unification and 
Rehabilitation of Korea urged President Syngman Rhee to lift 
martial law in Pusan and release Korean assemblymen. 

June 2—President Syngman Rhee informed the U. N. Commissior 
for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea that martial law 
would be lifted from Pusan when conditions caused by guerrilla 
activities permitted. 

June 38—The United States disclosed that President Truman had 
sent a& message to President Rhee expressing his “‘shoek’’ at the 
feud with the assembly. Great Britain also protested on June 4 

June J9—Japan signed a peace treaty with India which left only the 
Soviet Union as a major belligerent technically at war with Japan. 

June 10—The new commander at Koje Island, Gen. Hayden Boatner, 
dismantled enclosures containing more than 2,000 prisoners, and 
erected compounds holding 500 prisoners. Over 30 prisoners were 
killed while resisting the move. 

June 12—South Korea suspended Voice of America broadcasts 
over governmental facilities because they had contained criticism 
of the Government. Two days later censorship was imposed on 
all news. The VOA ban was lifted June 29 

June 23—More than 500 United Nations planes destroyed 5 of 
North Korea’s hydroelectric powerplants on the Yalu, within 
1,000 yards of Chinese territory The bombing caused a contro- 
versy in Great Britain when the Prime Minister stated that Britain 
had not been consulted. 

June 23—While the opposition boycotted the Assembly, the remainder 
of the South Korean legislature adopted a resolution extending 
President Rhee’s term until a successor was elected and took office. 

July 38—Russia used its 49th veto to block an International Red Cross 
investigation of Communist charges that United Nations’ forces had 
used bacteriological warfare in Korea. 
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July 4—The South Korean National Assembly approved the consti 
tutional amendment urged by President Rhee which provided for 
popular elections of the President and a bicameral legislature. The 
boycotting opposition deputies were forced by police to attend the 
Assembly session so that the necessary quorum would be present. 

July 11 In the largest night air strike of the Korean conflict, United 
Nations aircraft bombed Pyongyang, North Korean capital. 

July 28—Maj. Gen. S. M. Shoosmith was appointed British Deputy 
Chief of Staff to Gen. Mark Clark in Korea. 

August 5—In the first South Korean presidential election by popular 
ballot, Dr. Syngman Rhee was reelected for 4 vears 

August 6—The International Red Cross Conference adopted a resolu- 
tion for an impartial investigation of Communist charges of germ 
warfare over Soviet opposition. 

August 17—Premier Chou En-lai and other high Communist Chinese 
officials arrived in Moscow for talks. 

September 28—Communist delegates to the truce talks rejected new 
United Nations proposals on the prisoner exchange issue which were 
offered to end the deadlock. 

October 1—Japan held the first postwar general election as an independ- 
ent nation. Premier Yoshida’s Conservative Liberal Party won 
240 of 466 seats while the Communists did not win any. 

Ociober 3—Geuceral Eisenhower stated that there was ‘‘no sense’’ in 
the United Nations and the United States being ‘constantly 
compelled to man” frontlines in Korea, and that if there must be 
war, let it be “Asians against Asians.’ 

In reply, Secretary of Defense Lovett stated that there were 
50 percent more South Koreans than Americans on the front- 
line. 

October 7—A United States B-29 bomber disappeared off the Kurile 
Islands and radar reports indicated it had been intercepted by 
another plane. 

October 8—The United Nations Command recessed Korean truce talks 
indefinitely until Communist negotiators were prepared to offer 
new proposals on the exchange of prisoners. 

October 16—Secretary Acbeson urged all members of the United 
Nations to fight in Korea as long as necessary to stop aggression 
and restore peace. He pledged that the United States would not 
use anv form of force contrary to the Charter. 

October 18—Soviet Foreign Minister Vishinsky told the General 
Assembly that the Communist demand for repatriation of Korean 
war prisoners had his support 

October 24—Secretary of State Acheson introduced a 20-nation resolu- 
tion before the U. N. General Assembly pressing Communists to 
accept voluntary repatriation of war prisoners. 

October 29—Soviet Foreign Minister Vishinsky proposed the creation 
of a commission, excluding the United States and 15 nations 
fighting in Korea, to settle the Korean question; he also demanded 
the forced repatriation of prisoners 

November 2—Mexico proposed in the U. N. General Assembly that 
war prisoners who refused repatriation should be offered temporary 
asvlum io a neutral country. 
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November 8—Foreign Minister Pyun of South Korea told the political 
committee of the United Nations that his Government would 
never give up its intention of recovering all Korean territory now in 


Communist hands 

November 12—The United States signed en agreement to lend Japan 
1S frigates and 50 landing craft 

November 17—India proposed before the U. N. General Assembly that 
Korean war prisoners be exchanged under the supervision of a 
special commission. . 

November 26—India’s revised war prisoner proposal was approved by 
United States. 

December 2—The General Assembly rejected a Soviet propesal for an 
immediate cease-fire in Korea to be followed by discussions of the 
issue of prisoners of 

Decembe yo The U N General Assembly adopted the amended 
Indian resolution for a Korean truce in a 54-5 vote. 

December 4—Japanese Foreign Minister Okazaki announced that an 
agreement in principle for Japanese emigration to Latin American 
countries had been reached. 

December 6—President-elect Eisenhower arrived in Korea for a per- 
sonal inspection 

December 11—President Truman asked President-elect Eisenhower 
and General MacArthur to reveal any plan for ending the Korean 
war if they could. 

December 15-—-Communist China’s Foreign Minister Chou En-lai 
rejected the Indian proposal for a Korean truce adopted by U. N 
General Assembly. 

December 22—The General Assembly of the United Nations defeated 
a Soviet resolution condemning the United States for the “‘murder’’ 
of Communist prisoners. 

December 31—According to the Soviet press, the Changchun Railway 
in Manchuria, formerly jointly administered by Chima and the 
Soviet Union, had been turned over to Communist China as called 
for by the Sino-Soviet treaty of February 14, 1950, 


1953 


January 14—Gen. Mark Clark reiterated Japan’s warning of the 
previous day, stating that if Russian planes were not kept away 
from Japan, they would be shot down. 

January 18—A United States Navy Neptune was shot down by 
Communist Chinese antiaircraft gunners off the coast of South 
China. 

February 3—President Eisenhower issued an order to relieve the 
Seventh Fleet from its neutralization duties around Formosa. 

February 10—In the U. N. Economic Commission for Asia, the 
Asian nations voted unanimously against a Soviet resolution 
blaming the low economic level! of Asia on ‘foreign monopolies”’ 
and “colonial powers.” 

February 24—Nationalist China abrogated the Sino-Soviet Treaty 
of 1945 and reserved the right to sue for indemnities. 
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mand in Korea had been hampered bv a constant ammunition 
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Varch 14-——Premier Yoshida received a vote of no-confidence from 
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the Japanese Diet and dissolved the Hous iie called for a gen- 


eral election on. April 19 

Mareh 29--The Communist commander announced acceptance of a 
United Nations proposal to exchange sick and wounded prisoners 

80—Communist China’s Premier, Chou En-lai, proposed 

that all Korean war prisoners who refused repatriation be turned 
over to a neutral nation 

April ) Negotiations concerning the exchange yf sick and wounded 
prisoners in Korea began at Panmunjom 

April 10--Communist China requested the resumption of general 
truce talks in Korea 

Api ! 16-—-The United Nations agreed to resume truce talks and su; 
gested a nation such as Switzerland as the neutral nation to hay 
custody over prisoners WV ho refused repat 
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April 19—-In the Japanese elections for the I 
the conservative parties lost Seats ‘| 
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ouse Ol Repre sentatives 
; 
22 he conservative Liberal 


Party of Prime Minister Yoshida remained dominant. Left and 
right wing Socialists made the greatest gains 


Aprit 26—-Korean armistice talks resumed at Panmunjom 
. 4 > - | +} 
May . President Syngman Rhee repeated bis warning that South 
I 


Korea would fight alone rather than accept a peace which left 
KLorea partitioned 

Vay 3—In the sharpest land battle since the resumption of armistir 
LaLKS, a thousand ¢ LUNs troops were turned back OD British 
and Canadian forces 


May 7—Communist negotiators at Panmunjom agreed to place war 
prisoners refusing repatriation i the custody of a neutral 
Korea, as demanded by the United Nations SUice \pril 26 

Vfay 7—Communist negotiators proposed that a Commission of five 


neutral nations, perhaps Czechoslovakia, Poland, Sw tzeriand, 
] ] 1 
Sweden, and India, rather than a single country, serve as the cus- 


todian for prisoners not desiring repatriation They asked for a 


4-month period of persuasion for the unwillp prisoners to Db 
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followed by a major political conference to decide the fs 
still refusing repatriation. 
Vay 11—-An embargo on the shipment of medicine to 


agreed to by Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, 
Japan, Norway, the United States, and Western Germany. 


Ma y 1d The United Nations ne YOoUunRLors submitted counterproposals 
pro} 


to the Communists which included a deadline of 2 months for dis- 
cussions with prisoners unwilling to be repatriated, to be followed 


by the release to civilian status in South Korea of prisoners still 
refusing repatriation 
May 14—The Communists rejected the counterproposals of the United 


Nations. 
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June 22-23-—General Clark flew to Seoul and obtained a pledge that 


Rhee would not take South Korean forces out of the United Nations 
Command without prior notification, 
June 24 Pre sident Rhee entatlette rtothe U. N. ( ‘ommander, Gene ‘al 
Clark, stating that he would pull South Korean forces out of the 
LU. N. Command if the truce was signed. 


{ 
June oD President Rhee appealed to the United Nations to allow 


South Korea to continue fighting alone. 
June 25—On the third anniversary of the Korean war, antitruce 
rallies were held by South Koreans in all parts of the country. 

: it Secre te Walter S. Robertson conferred 
with President Rhee in Tol vo and delivered a note from Secretary 
Dull S 

June 27-—Prime Minister Nehru said India would withhold its troops 
from duties under the repatriation commission until it was assured 
they could function peacefully. 

June 80—The United Nations Commander, Gen. Mark Clark, asked 
the Communists to resume armistice negotiations despite continued 


41 ‘ ox aca Se > 
opposition to the trues bv President Rhee. 


ye 4 
June 26 ASSIStan 
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VI. SOUTHERN AND SOUTHEASTERN ASIA 


Jar uary 5 India and the [ nited State Slenied a 5-Veal pot t 
noTeement. 
January 17—The Soviet Union entered the Kashmir cont 


charging before the S« ‘uritv Council that t!] West was tryi Y LO 
ret control of Kashmir in *to turn it 10 a Milital basc 
January 23—The Mutual Security Agency announced (hat economi 
aid to Burma was beme held ip intil a pledge required by thi 
Mutual Security Act was signed ' 
Ja? Lary 2A In Paris. the United states, Ira ie, al d Britain declare i 


they would request United Nations action to meet any new Com- 


y } ¢ 
munist attacks m southeast Asta 


January 28—The Unit “tates legation m Saigon ported that 
100,000 tons of military supplies had reached Indoe! 1 from tl 
United States since August 1950 

Fe bruary 2 The l hited States and Pakistan s ned an agreement fol 
$10 million of United States econo! aid, 

February 7—Newly appointed High Commissioner, Gen. Gera 
Temple r, air din Malava He announced that lus directive fro 
the British Government established the goals of self-government 
and economic integration of the Malay race 

February 23——Dr. Sukiman resigned with his binet in Indones 
yver differences regarding acceptance of t mit d States aid under th 


Mutual Security Act 
Feb) Uary ) The re Li h \I I CCl oO! hy In lo hin » Stat Jen 


~ i i i i =¢ 
4 1 1 + 1 ' ‘ 
Letourne au, stated tha he py \ { LECISLV¢ PLE Vi ry 
against the Vietiminh was not possible and that peace would hav 
¥ 1:4 4] ‘ Vf 1 ) ‘ 
to come from a politi tiement Qn March 12 he reiterat 


France’s intention to kee » hehtine 

Varch 1—The final results of India’s first national election wer 
announced. The Congress Party, led by Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru, won three-fourths of the seats in the central parliament 

Varch 2—Netherlands-Indonesian talks on westera New Guinea 
were suspended pending settlement of the Indonesian cabinet crisis 

March 11—Burma announced its intention to join the Colombo plan 

Vlarch 2A Burma started military operations vcainst C} 
Nationalist troops within its borders 

April 25—The United Nations was informed by Mediator Frank 
Graham of failure of the latest attempt to solve the Indian-Pakis- 
tani dispute over Kashmir 

May 6—Dr. Rajendra Presad was elected President of India 

May 24—Elections held in Ceylon gave the conservative government 

of Prime Minister Senanayahe 54 out of 101 seats The leftist 


part ies lost strenet hy 


finest 
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been operating Northern Burma since their retreat from Chins 
Varch 5—India s President Prasad dissolved the State government of 
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March 18—Gen. Gerald 
emergency regulation which 
deportation and detention h 


March Prime Ministe 


State, Andhra. 
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Nehru 
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‘Templet announced that Malava’s 


gave the government powers of mass 
ad been abolished 

announced that new Indian 
the Telugu-speaking population in 


ua 


composed of 
Madras and containing a €ommunist political majority, would 
be inaugurated on Octobe: 
March 25—Burma asked the United Nations to declare Nationalist 
China an aggressor because they allegedly were maintaining 12,000 


troops on the border betw 


compel them to disarm, 


Mareh 


een China and Burma and refused to 


that on June 30 it would relinquish aid 


28—Burma announced 

iro! he United States 

capre Prime Minister Nazimuddin said that Pakistan faced a dire 
famine unless 1t received 1.5 million tons of wheat immediatel 

Api 13- ‘The French announced the withdrawal of their garrison i 
San la of Laos | ise of an impending vasion by 40,000 
Viet riah troops 

1 )—- Laos informally appealed to members of the United Nations 
for aid against the vasion of its territory by Vietminh forces from 
Nortaern Vietnam 

apru 1? Governor Genera! Ghulam Muhammed of Pakistan dis- 
missed the cal t of Prim V\iinister Nazimuddin and appomted 
Mohammed \ leader of th progressives In th \loslen Lut 
Part as the ne \\ Pru AY Mistel 

April 18 The hin of Cambodia while in New York warned that 
unless his peop! I" n more independence by the French, 
there was a real danger that they would jom the Vietminh forces 

April 22-—The Political Committee of the United Nations adopted 
uv resolution calling for the removal! or internment of foreign troops 
In Burma 

Vay 6—The French reported the withdrawal of Vietminh troops 
from the vicinity of the capital of Laos 

May o Presiden Kisenhowe ail imeed tha he had shifted S60 
million of foreign-aid funds to France for tl Indochinese cam- 
paigns 

May oO bit. Cren Hen Navarre Was appoimted Lo replace Gen 
Raoul Salanas, commander of Fr lh Union forees in Indochina. 

May 9—After a we rine ne, Fre h and Cambodian re presenta- 
tives announced that the i drattec provtocois to assure sover- 
elenty Lo ¢ ambodia Wr) TNhtil pLLarie ial and CCOTOTMIC a la I's King 
Norodom Sihanouk was le titular bead of French-directed forces 
in his State 

May 1 Carlos P. Romulo resigned as U. N. delegate and United 
States Ambassador to seek the presidential nommation from the 
Liberal Party. On May 24, President Quirino was nominated, and 
Romulo said he would run as candidate of a new democratic party. 

May 25—India and Pakistan announced plans for direct negotiations 


at the coronation on all dif 
May 29 





\lount Everest was scaled for the first 


Terences between the two nations, 
time 
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June 7—Premier Nguyen Van Tam of Viet-Nam asked for a new 
treaty with France giving his people a voice in foreign affairs. 

June 13—King Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia went into a 1-week 
exile in Thailand in protest, he said, of the reluctance of France 
to grant independence to his state. 

June 22—Representatives of the United States, Thailand, Nationalist 
China, and Burma reached agreement on procedures for evacuat- 
ing Nationalist Chinese troops from Burma. 

June 26—The first shipment of wheat for famine relief in Pakistan 
left the United States. 

June 26—French authorities announced they had sent reinforce- 
ments to the capitol Pnompenh, Cambodia, to protect French 
civilians. 

June 29—Chinese nationalist forces refused to cooperate in the plans 
of the four-nation (China, Burma, United States, and Thailand) 
committee to achieve evacuation of the nationalists from Burma. 





Vil. LATIN AMERICA 


1952 

January 4—President Getulio Vargas issued a decree that foreign 
companies could send home only the registered capital they had 
taken into Brazil, plus 8 percent interest. 

January 5—Anti-Communist demonstrations were banned in Guate- 
mala. The Government had accused anti-Communist groups of 
harboring subversives. 

January 7—The Guatemalan Government ordered the United Fruit 
Co. to comply with a court order to give back pay to employees 
laid off during the repair of destruction caused by a hurricane, or 
to risk having their investments confiscated. 

January 12—In Argentina a 15-man commission representing indus- 
try, labor, farming, mining and commerce was set up to implement 
President Juan D. Peron’s decree that prices and wages must be 
balanced. 

The police announced the arrest of 61 persons who tried to 
violate a ban on public meetings and hold a rally to demand 
better living conditions. 

January 29—Disappointment was expressed by private mining inter- 
ests at the Mexican Government’s restrictions on uranium mining. 

January 30—The Peron government in Argentina ordered a meatless 
day for restaurants, and a week later extended the ban to homes. 

February 1—Argentine shore party fired shots over the heads of a 
British group landing at Hope Bay (Antarctica) which was claimed 
by both Britain and Argentina. 

Britain protested this action and the Argentine captain 
apologized. 

February 7—The Argentine Government reported “light and deficient”’ 
crops for 1951 and 1952 due to bad weather. 

February 12—The Brazilian Government announced that it intended 
to send two observers to the International Economic Conference in 
Moscow in April, asserting that it was motivated by economic neces- 
sity, not by friendship for the Soviet Union. 

February 18—President Perén of Argentina announced a major re- 
vision of the Government’s agricultural policies in a move to stem 
inflation. 

February 21—President Vargas of Brazil signed a decree placing export 
controls on all strategic materials. 

February 21—The Mexican Government announced that talks with the 
United States concerning military aid under the Mutual Security 
Act had broken down. 

March 1—A new executive authority was inaugurated in Uruguay 
Andres Martinez Trueba, the president, became chairman of a 
9-man federal council which would be renewed every 4 years by 
popular election 
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Varch 10—Gen. Fulgencio Batista overthrew Carlos Prio Socarras, 
President of Cuba and an opponent in the pending June 1 election, 
and assumed the titles of “Chief of State and Premier.”’ 

Varch 10—The 6-month dispute between the employees and the 
United Fruit Co. in Guatemala was ended by an agreement includ- 
ing a 3-year contract with no wage increases and a no-strike pro- 
Vision 

Vareh 15—Brazil and the United States signed a military assistance 
agreement providing for United States aid in exchange for access to 
raw materials and the promise of armed support if necessary in 
common defense of the Western Hemisphere. 

March 23 Jetween 20,000 and 30,000 Guatemalans held demonstra- 
tions demanding the dissolution of the Communist Party, the re- 
moval of certain Communists from public office, and a change in 
the Government’s international policy with a view to reestablishing 
harmony with other American countries. 

April 8—The U.S. S. R. broke relations with Cuba, on the grounds 
that the Cuban authorities refused to permit entrance of two Soviet 
couriers until their luggage was inspected. 

April 4—General Batista took the oath of office as provisional Presi- 
dent of Cuba 

The new constitution approved by his cabinet put legislative 
powers in the hands of the president. 

April 9—In Bolivia, a rebellion broke cut as the National Revolution- 
ary Party (MNP attempted to seize the Government. 

Dr. Victor Paz Estenssoro, head of the MNP returned from 
Argentina after 6 years in exile. 

April 11—The military junta of General Ballivan which had ruled 
Bolivia was overthrown. 

Over a thousand had been killed and many wounded in the pre- 
ceding 3 days of rioting 

April 16—Dr. Paz Estenssoro took oath as President of Bolivia. He 
an ie Government would take immediate steps to 


+1 
innounced that t 


nationalize the tin mines, 

Vlay 1—Nine exiled Argentines protested to the United Nations that 

the Perén government had instituted a “reign of crude terror’’ to 
crush political opposition and asked that a committee of inquiry be 
sent to Argentina to verify their charges. 

May 6-10--The Caribbean Commission held its 14th meeting in 
Guadeloupe 

\Vlay 11—José A. Remén. former police chief, was elected President 
of Panama He was sworn in on October 1. 

May 19-—The defeated candidate in Panama charged that the election 
of May 1! had been a ‘dangerous burlesque of democratic prin- 
ciples” because all Government machinery and a_well-armed 
criminal organization had served Colonel Remén in the election. 

Vay 31-—The new Bolivian Government appointed a 10-man com- 
mission to prepare for the nationalization of the large tin mining 
companies. 

June 1—After 5 vears in exile, Liberal candidate José Ibarra was 
elected President of Ecuador to succeed President Plaza Lasso. 
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June Y The United States cranted formal recoenition t the new 


Bolivian Government. emphasizing that recognition did not neces- 
sarily signify approval 

June 3—The Bolivian Government assumed a monopoly of the 
export of minerals, decreeing that Ol ly the State micht sel] Bolivy in S 
ores to foreign purchasers 

June 17—The Guatemalan Congress passed a Communist-backed 
land reform bill which ealled for expropriatior of farms over 225 


il 


acres and their distribution to farm workers on a lease or purchase 
basis. Owners were to be repaid in Government bonds 

July 2-S—Secretary Acheson made a good will tour of Brazil. 

July G—Adolfo Ruiz Cortines, the candidate of the Government- 
backed Party of Revolutionary Institutions, was elected President 
of Mexico. 

July 26—Evita Perén, wife of the President of Argentina, died 

August 21—Admitting their legislative impotence, Radical Party 
deputies in the Argentine Congress announced their intention to 
withdraw. 


September / Nationalist leader Gen. Carlos Iban: on a sweepl 1 
victory in Chilean presidential elections 
General Ibanez had been forced out of office 21 vears earlier 


by popular hostility 

October 5—President Vargas of Brazil announced a $2 billion 5-year 
economic rehabilitation plan. 

October 7—The Bolivian Government seized control of three of the 
biggest tin mines, the first step in its nationalization program. 

November 27—A new Latin American trades union called ATLAS was 
organized in Mexico City with a policy of anticommunism and 
anti-United States influence 

December 1—-Unofficial early returns from the previous day’s national 
elections for a constituent assembly in Venezuela gave a marked 
lead to the Nationalist Democratic Union fo: Republic, the 
leftist opposition party. Later in the day censorship was imposed 
on the returns. On December 2 the Venezuelan Army announced 
that the junta appointed by the army in 1948 had resigned and 
Col. Marcos Pérez Jiménez, a member of the junta, was president. 

December 19—The Argentine Chamber of Deputies approved the 
second 5-vear plan proposed by President Perér The plan was 


opposed by the Social St, R ulieal, and Conservat 


ve Parties but it 
was endorsed bv the Communists and the Peronistas. 

December 31—The signing of a $467 million Argentine-British trade 
agreement was announced. It called for meat from Argentina in 
exchange for oil, coal, tin, and other materials 

1953 

January 6—A third plot to overthrow Bolivian President Estenssoro 
was discovered. 

January 7—Brazilian President Vai sioned a law establishing a 
“free market” in foreign exchange parallel with the fixed official 
rates. 
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January 9—The Venezuelan National Constituent Assembly con- 
firmed Col. Marcos Pérez Jiménez as president until constitutional 
government could be reestablished. 

January 9—President Estenssoro of Bolivia proclaimed the need for 
private-capital investments 

January 16—The first United States purchase of tin from Bolivia 
since the nationalization of the mines was announced. 

January 20—Congressional seats in Guatemala were won by 28 

randidates supported by the government, including 1 Communist, 
P lus 4 opposition anti-Communist candidates. 

January 28—Mexican labor leader Vicente Lombardo Toledano 
declared his support of President Cortines. 

February 6—The Chief Justice of the Guatemalan Supreme Court and 
three associate justices were removed by a vote of Congress after 
having signed an opinion granting an injunction to a landowner to 
prevent the seizure of his farm. 

February 25—The Agrarian Department of Guatemala informed the 
United Fruit Company that 225,000 acres of its holdings would be 
expropriated 

March 4—Chilean legislative elections gave 73 House of Deputy 
seats to supporters of President del Campo, 73 to opposition 
parties and 1 to an independent. 

March 19—-The United Fruit Co. was notified that the Supreme 
C ourt of Guatemala had denied its appeal to prevent expropriation 
of 233,973 acres. 

April. 16 A speech by General Perén was interrupted by a bomb- 
throwing incident. Afterward, Perén supporters looted and 
burned buildings of the opposition, including the famous Jockey 
Club. 

April 17—Col. Marcos Pérez Jiménez was elected constitutional 
President of Venezuela by the Constituent Assembly for a 5-year 
term. 

April 30—Representatives of the British West Indian colonies 
announced that they had agreed to form a British Caribbean 
federation. 

May 3—Opposition party members were arrested in Buenos Aires 
for spreading rumors against the Government. On May 14 the 
Peronista Party announced several members had been expelled or 
suspended for the same reason. 

May 5—Under a new Jamaican Constitution, William Alexander 
Bustamente ~ appointed Chief Minister by the Governor General. 

May 10—The Argentine police announced that 230 people had been 
arrested in the past week as suspected members of a conservative 
terrorist organization 

May 12—The Communications Ministry of Argentina suspended the 
right of the AP, UP, and INS press services to receive dispatches 
from abroad in order to service Argentine papers after charges on 
May 1 by Perén that they spread lies in guise of news. The 
curtailment was eased on May 19. 
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May 16—The head of an investigation of the 14 bombings in Argen- 
tina since March reported a foiled plot to assassinate President 
Perén. 

June 12-16—Six of the ten ministers in President Vargas’ Brazilian 
Cabinet resigned in the first major Government crisis since the 
Cabinet was formed in 1951, It was expected that a new Cabinet 
would be chosen to deal with the unsatisfactory economic conditions 
which prevailed. 

June 13—Colombia’s President, Laureano Gomez, was overthrown 
without violence by Lt. Gen. Gustavo Rojas Pinilla. 

June 23—Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower began a good-will tour of Argen- 
tina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay, and Venezuela. 











VII. UNITED STATES AND CANADA 
1952 

Ja uary 3 Hungary protested to the United States against the 
closing of its New York and Cleveland consulates. The United 
States Department of State replied that its action in retaliation for 
Hungary’s imprisonment and fining of four United States fliers was 
more than justified. 

January 5—Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President Truman 

began talks in Washington. <A joint communique issued on January 
9 announced an agreement that the way United States airbases in 
sritain would be used in case of an emergency would be a matter 
for joint decision. Among other subjects discussed were Korea and 
southeast Asia, the European Defense Community, and _ possible 
talks with Stalin 

January 7—General Eisenhower announced that he would be available 
for the Republican Presidential nomination. 

January 9—In the annual state of the Union message, President 
Truman urged continued effort to strengthen the forces of freedom 
n order to maintain peace. 

January 13—An announcement was made that President Truman 
vould not resubmit Gen. Mark Clark’s nomination as Ambassa- 
dor to the Vatican, at Clark’s request. 

Janaury 17—Prime Minister Churchill addressed a joint session of 
Congress in which he reviewed the world situation and rearmament 
problems. 

January 18—President Truman and Prime Minister Churchill 
announced that they had agreed that Britain would receive steel 
from the United States while the United States would secure tin 
and aluminum from the British. 

January 18—A new semi-autonomous International Information 
Administration, under the direction of Dr. Wilson Compton, was 
set up by the United States State Department to operate the 
Voice of America and other overseas informational and educational 
programs, 

January 23—Military aid to Iran and technical and economic aid to 
Afghanistan, Burma, Egypt, Iraq, and Ireland were held up in 
accordance with the Mutual Security Act provision requiring cer- 
tain pledges which were not forthcoming from these countries. 

January 28—President Truman warned Congress that it must act 
quickly to authorize the St. Lawrence seaway and power project 
if the United States was to share in its benefits because Canada 
was preparing to act alone 

January 28——-Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Gordon Dean 
announced that the United States had exchanged secret atomic 
information with Canada. This was the first exchange with a 
forelen country under the 1951 amendment to the Atomic nergy 


Act. 
46 
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January 29—The United States Senate approved Greek-Turkish 
membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization by a vote 
of 6 to0. The protocol was returned and reapproved on February 7 
by a vote of 73 to 2. 

February 7—Senator Bricker and 55 other Senators again proposed a 
constitutional amendment on the status of treaties and executive 
agreements. 

February 20—The House of Representatives adopted a resolution 
directing the Secretarv of State to reveal whether any secret mili- 
tary commitments had been made to Prime Minister Churchill. 
President Truman replied that he had not made any troop com- 
mitments to Britain. 

February 24—United States Secretary of Commerce Sawyer announced 
that 10 European nations have joined with the United States to 
tighten trading restrictions against the U.S. 5S. R. 

March 8—Puerto Ricans voted 373,418 to 82,473 to ratifv the new 
constitution which would increase their autonomy. 

March 20—The Senate consented to the ratification of the Japanese 
peace treaty by a vote of 66 to 10; the United States-Japanese 
mutual security treaty by a vote of 58 to 9; and the United States- 
Australian-New Zealand pact bv a voice vote. 

March 29—President Truman declared he would not be a candidate 
for reelection and that he would not accept a draft 

April 12—General Eisenhower announced that he had asked to be 
relieved as Supreme Allied Commander, Europe by Junel. General 
Ridgway was appointed to succeed him on April 28 

April 29 ~The security pact between the United states, Australia, 
and New Zealand entered into force. 

June 18—The Senate recommitted to the Foreign Relations Committee 
the joint resolution (S. J. Res. 27) to approve the agreement with 
Canada concerning the St. Lawrence seaway and power project. 
Canada announced that it would go ahead with the construction 
alone. 

June 20—President Truman signed a bill authorizing $6,477,730,750 
for the mutual security program during fiscal year 1953. 

June 27—The McCarran-Walter Immigration and Nationality Act 
became law (P. L. 414, 82d Cong.) as the Senate overrode the 
President’s veto of June 25. It established a quota of 100 for each 
of 8 Asian nations and the “Asia-Pacific triangle.’ Other quotas 
were based on the national origins of the United States population 
in 1920. 

July 1—The United States Senate consented to the ratification of the 
contractual agreement with the Federal Republic of Germany and 
the protocol to the North Atlantic Treaty extending defense 
cuaranties to the European Defense Community. 

July 2—A special committee of the House of Representatives, headed 
by Representative Rav J. Madden, reported its conclusion that the 
Soviet NKVD had committed the Katyn Forest massacre. It rec- 
ommended that the President forward their findings to the United 
Nations General Assembly to be transferred to the International 
Court of Justice. 
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July 3—President Truman signed a congressional resolution approving 
the new constitution for Puerto Rico. Governor Luis Muioz 
Marin proclaimed the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico on July 4 

July 7—A supplemental appropriations bill approved by Congress con- 
tained $6,031,947,750 for foreign aid. 

July 11—General Eisenhower won the Republican presidential nomi- 
nation on the first ballot. Senator Richard Nixon was nominated 
for the Vice Presidency. 

July 13—President Truman asked the Public Advisory Board for 
Mutual Security to investigate United States foreign- trade policies 
to see whether some were working at cross purposes with the 
objectives of the Mutual Security Program. 

July 21—President Truman overruled the Tariff Commission for the 
first time as he rejected their recommendation that garlic import 
be restricted on the grounds it would cut Italy’s dollar earnings. 

July 26—Governor of Illinois Adlai E. Stevenson received the Demo- 
cratic nomination for President on the third ballot. Senator John 
J. Sparkman was nominated for the Vice Presidency. 

August 2—President Truman signed the United States ratifications 
of the German peace contract and the protocol to the North 
Atlantic Treaty extending the mutual-defense pledge to the Euro- 
pean Defense Community. 

August 4-6—In Honolulu top foreign and military officials of the 
United States, Australia, and New Zealand held the first meeting 
of the Pacific Council on Pacific defense. 

August 28—In his first report to the President, Ambassador to NATO 
William Draper, Jr., urged increased United States imports so that 
Western Europeans could earn dollars. 

September 2—The Commerce Department announced agreement with 
11 other countries to tighten controls on transshipment of about 200 
strategic commodities to prevent them from reaching Iron Curtain 
countries. 

September 24—President Truman directed Secretary of Commerce 
Sawyer to make an economic study of Europe to be used in connec- 
tion with private investment abroad under the point 4 program. 

October 15—Averell Harriman, MSA Director, reported action had 
been taken against more than 200 American companies in 4 years 
for trying to circumvent export controls to the Soviet bloc. 

October 21—The United States Commerce Department revealed that 
the United ere had loaned or given $35 billion to other countries 
in the past 7 years. 

October 28 in aie the Netherlands, Canada, Australia, and New 
Zealand announced that because of United States tariff action they 
would feel free to place restrictions on food imported from the 
United States. The Dutch annourtced they would cut wheat flour 
imports. 

November 4—Dwight D. Eisenhower was elected 34th President of 
the United States. 

November 20—John Foster Dulles was named to be Secretary of 
State by President-elect Eisenhower. 
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January 7—President Truman delivered the state of the Union mes- 
sage. In it he described the Communist menace threatening the 
free world and the steps which had been taken to meet it. 

Jan uary I- President Truman submitted a budget to Congress which 
included $41.5 billion for the Armed Forces and $7.6 billion for 
foreign aid. 

January 20—Dwight David Eisenhower was inaugurated as 34th 
President of the United States 

February 2—President Eisenhower delivered his state of the Union 
message. In the field of foreign affairs he advocated a positive, 
global policy dedicated to making the free world secure. 

Febr uary 20—President Eisenhower asked Congress to adopt a resolu- 
tion stating that the U.S. S. R. had “perverted” secret: wartime 
agreements to enslave free peoples 

February 27—The United States Senate unanimously adopted a resolu- 
tion condemning the Communist governments for “vicious” cam- 
paigns against Jews and other minorities. 

March 4-7—British Foreign Secretary Eden and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Butler were in Washington for talks on economic prob- 
lems. At the end of the conferences, it was announced that the 
British had agreed to close loopholes on strategic shipments to 
Communist China, and the United States had agreed to “stand on” 
the British proposals to Iran concerning the oil situation. 

March 18—The Senate Foreign Relations Committee unanimously 
approved the nomination of Charles E. Bohlen as Ambassador to 
the Soviet Union. The nomination was confirmed by the Senate, 
74 to 13, on March 27. 

March 24—An evaluation team composed of 54 businessmen submitted 
its report on the mutual security program to the director of the 
program, Harold Stassen. 

March 25—French Premier Mayer arrived in Washington for talks 
on military and economic aid. On March 28 a joint Franco-United 
States communique warned Peiping against a violation of a Korean 
ce e by aggression elsewhere in the Far East. 

March 28—The chairman of the Senate Investigations Subcommittee 
ee aa that his committee had made an agreement with the 
Greek owners of 242 merchant vessels that they would no longer use 
these ships to trade with far eastern Communist-controlled ports. 

April 7—President Eisenhower asked Congress to extend for 1 year 
the reciprocal-trade program. 

April 16—In a foreign-policy address on the chance for world peace, 
President Eisenhower called on the new leadership in the Soviet 
Union to take “clear and specific’ actions to end the necessity for 
vast armaments. 

April 22—President Eisenhower asked that 240,000 nonquota immi- 
grants be admitted to the United States in the next 2 years 

April 30—President Eisenhower offered a budget which would reduce 
the prev ious budge t proposals by $8.5 billion, mostly through cuts in 
defense and foreign aid. 

we §5—P a nt Eisenhower sent to Congress a request to authorize 

828,732,500 for the mutual-security program for 1954. This 

s $1. ; billion less than budgeted by the Truman administration, 


de 
‘ 
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May 7-8—President Eisenhower and Canadian Prime Minister Louis S. 
St. Laurent held discussions in Washington on world problems and 
United States-Canadian relations 

May 21—Plans were announced in London, Paris, and Washington 
for a meeting in Bermuda of Eisenhower, Churchill, and the French 
Premie) 

Vay 2) hae first firing of an atom shi I] from a cannon occurred in 
Nevada 

May 27—The Mutual Security Agency reduced its request for foreign 
aid by $354 million 

June 1—President Eisenhower transmitted Reorganization Plans 
Nos. 7 and 8 which consolidated foreign-aid programs in a Foreign 
Operations Administration and overseas information programs in 
an independent United States Information Agency. Both would 
eo into effect unless repudiated by Congress within 60 days 

June The Senate passed a resolution opposing the admission of 
Communist China to the United Nations. 

June 10-—President Eisenhower asked Congress for a grant of 700,000 
tons of wheat for famine relief in Pakistan 

June 11-——-The House Foreign Affairs Committee voted to withhold 
half the militarv aid scheduled for Western Europe the next year 


intil the European armv was established 

June 12—T House passed a l-vear extension of the Reciprocal 
Trade Agreements Act 

June 145 A special subeommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee recommended the eontinuation of the information 


programs and set forth recommendations for strengthening it 


June 16—The United States Senate passed an administration bill 


to give Pakistan 1 million tons of wheat to relieve the near- 
famine situation. The House passed a similar bill June 23 
June 19—The House of Representatives approved a $4.998.732.500 


authorization for foreien aid 

June 20—The official casualty total of the United States during World 
War IL was set at 1,125,369, of which 321,999 were deaths 

June 22—The Bermuda Conference was scheduled for Julv 8. How- 
ever, on June 27 it was postponed because of Prime Minister 
Churchill’s need for a rest 

June 29—At British request, because of the postponement of the 
Bermuda Conference, an interim, informal meeting of the foreign 
ministers of France, Great Britain, and the United States, was 
scheduled for mid-July in Washington 

June 30 Congress received a message from President Eisenhower 
requesting authority to use surplus agricultural commodities for 


emergency famine relief to other countries 





IX. THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 


1952 


January 11—-A Soviet resolution demanding that the United States 
be found guilty of aggressive intervention in the affairs of the 
Communist states because of the Mutual Security Act provision 
to aid anti-Communist refugees was rejected by the United Nations 
General Assembly by a vote of 45 to 5. 

January 11—-The United Nations General Assembly established a 
Disarmament Commission, merging the two previous commissions 
on conventional armament and atomic energy. 

January 12—-The United Nations General Assembly approved the 
Russian proposal for a special Security Council meeting, to be 
attended by the foreign ministers to relieve world tensions. The 
Assembly added that such a meeting could only be called when it 
could “usefully serve to remove such tension.” 

February 5—The U. N. General Assembly concluded its sixth session 
in Paris. 

February 6—The Soviet Union vetoed the admission of Italy to the 
United Nations for the fifth time. 

February 11-16—The final session of the International Refugee Or- 
ganization’s General Council was held in Geneva. The organization 
was liquidated March 1. 

May 5-22—The fifth assembly of the World Health Organization 
met in Geneva. 

May 27—June 12—The Assembly of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization held its sixth session in Montreal, Canada 

May 28-—The United States, Britain, and France proposed to the Dis- 
armament Commission a limitation on armed forces to 1.5 million 
for the United States, the Soviet Union, and Communist China, 
800,000 for France and Britain, and 1 percent of their population 
for other countries with substantial military strength 

June 4-28—The 35th International Labor Conference was held in 
Geneva. 

August 12—In the Disarmament Commission, France, Great Britain, 
and the United States proposed conversations and regional confer 
ences with Communist China and the Soviet Union aimed at limit- 
ing military and atomic strength, provided the Soviet Union ac- 
cepted the proposals put forward in May. 

August 15—The United States told the United Nations Disarmament 
Commission that it would give no pledges not to use atomic, chem- 
ical, and bacteriological weapons until strict International controls 
were effective. 

September 3—The International Monetary Fund stated in its annual 
report that rearmament demands and spending for general better 
ment had caused many countries to live beyond their means and 
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the resulting inflation had made it impossible for the Fund to attain 
its objective. 

September 8—The United Nations Security Council rejected a Soviet 
move for the simultaneous admission to membership of 14 nations 
(5 supported by the Soviets and 9 supported by the Western 
Powers. ) 

September 16—The application of Libya for membership in the United 
Nations was vetoed by the Soviet Union 

September 18—The Soviet Union blocked the admission of Japan to 
the United Nations. 

September 19—The applications of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia for 
membership in the United Nations were vetoed by the Soviet 
Union. 

October 14—The U. N. General Assembly opened its seventh session. 
Lester B. Pearson of Canada was elected President. 

November 10—U. N. Secretary General Trygve Lie submitted his 
resignation to the President of the U. N. General Assembly. 

November 12—The U. N. E. S. C. O. General Conference met in its 
secret session in Paris. ladian Vice President Sarvapalli Rad- 
hakrishnan was elected president. 

December 16—-The General Assembly voted to reopen the convention 
on freedom of information in spite of the objections of the United 
States, Great Britain, the Soviet bloc and other western nations. 

December 22—The United Nations General Assembly’s seventh ses- 
sion recessed until February 24, 1953. 


1953 


February 24—The second part of the Seventh session of the General 
Assembly opened, 

March 13—The Soviet Union vetoed a recommendation that Lester 
Pearson of Canada be appointed Secretary General of the United 
Nations. Carlos Romulo of the Philippines, the United States 
choice, was also rejected as was Soviet candidate Polish Foreign 
Minister Skrzeszewski 

Mareh 9—Madame Pandit of India was nominated to be Secretary 
General by the Soviet Union, but she did not receive enough votes. 

March 31—The Security Council agreed on the Swedish Minister of 
State Dag Hammarskjold, as Secretary General. He was elected 
by the General Assembly on April 7. 

April 23—The General Assembly recessed until developments in 
Korea necessitated further action. 

June 2—President Eisenhower directed the Civil Service Commis- 
sion to set up an Interiational Organizations Employees Loyalty 
Board to check security of American citizens employed by or seek- 
ing employment with the United Nations, with the results of its 
findings to be submitted to the Secre tary General. 











